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Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site (Part of The Logan Lagoon 

Conservation Area) Management Plan 2004 

This Management Plan for Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site has been prepared in 

accordance with the requirements of Part IV of the National Parks and Reserves 

Management Act 2002.   
 

Unless otherwise specified, this plan adopts the interpretation of terms given in 

Section 3 of the National Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002.  The term 

‘Minister’ when used in the plan means the Minister administering the Act.  The 

terms ‘reserve’ and ‘Ramsar site’ refer to the Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site.  The 

term ‘PWS’ refers to the Parks and Wildlife Service.  The term ‘Director’ refers 

to the Director of National Parks and Wildlife who is the managing authority for 

the reserve. 
 

In accordance with Section 30(1)(a) of the National Parks and Reserves 

Management Act 2002, the managing authority for the reserve will give effect to 

the provisions of this management plan. 
 

The plan may only be varied in accordance with procedures set out in Part 3 of 

the National Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002  and, in any case, will be 

reviewed 10 years after approval of the plan by the Governor. 
 

The appendices do not form part of the statutory plan, but are provided as 

additional information to assist in management. 
 

APPROVAL 

This management plan was approved by His Excellency the Governor-in-Council 

on 24 May 2004 and took effect on 26 August 2004, being seven days after 

publication of that approval in the Government Gazette.   
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There has been a delay in editing and publishing this management plan, during 

which time State and Federal government agencies have been restructured and 

renamed. The plan retains the names and arrangements at the time of plan 
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Summary 

 

Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site, on the south-east corner of Flinders Island in Bass 

Strait, is internationally recognised as a significant wetland by its listing under the 

Convention on Wetlands of International Importance (the Ramsar Convention).  

The lagoon contains a particularly good example of a near-natural wetland and 

provides feeding and resting habitat for a number of migratory waders including 

the red-necked stint, common greenshank, eastern curlew, bar-tailed godwit and 

double-banded plover, and is one of the major summer feeding grounds in 

Tasmania for these species.  Twenty of these bird species are listed in 

international agreements between Australia and China and Japan, under which 

Australia has obligations to ensure the protection of listed migratory bird species 

and their habitats.  The importance of Logan Lagoon as a wader feeding and 

resting site is also recognised, with the lagoon being listed on the East Asian – 

Australasian Shorebird Site Network.  The network links wetlands that are 

internationally important for shorebirds (waders) and occur within the East 

Asian – Australian Flyway.  Logan Lagoon is one of only two Tasmanian sites out 

of the nine Australian sites on the network.   

 

Little terns, listed as endangered under Tasmanian legislation and as a listed 

migratory species under Commonwealth legislation, have been recorded 

breeding in the area, as well as fairy terns (listed as rare) and hooded plovers, 

which are of high conservation significance.   

 

Logan Lagoon’s flora communities contain good examples of native coastal 

vegetation with remnant patches of pre-European vegetation types.  The 

Holocene shorelines that incorporate the lagoon are representative and 

outstanding geomorphological examples for the local region.   

 

The Ramsar site is close to the township of Lady Barron, and is a popular 

location for the community and visitors.  Recreational uses include walking, 

sightseeing, birdwatching, off-road vehicle driving and beach fishing.   

 

Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site will be managed to protect its outstanding natural and 

cultural values, and provide for an appropriate range of recreational 

opportunities.   

 

To these ends, the management plan proposes:  

 

 greater involvement of the community, landowners and other 

stakeholders in management of the Ramsar site 

 liaising with neighbouring land managers to achieve cooperative and 

complementary management of adjoining areas, to protect the values of 

the Ramsar site 

 providing continued off-road vehicle access to the coast during summer 

under controlled conditions designed to protect vulnerable shorebirds, 

whilst restricting vehicle access in winter in order to limit environmental 

impact and protect fragile dunes, vegetation and the lagoon foreshore  

 improving interpretation of the Ramsar site, and investigating the 

potential for a bird hide and short interpreted walk 

 guidelines for artificial breaching of the lagoon mouth under conditions 

of high water.   
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PART 1 MANAGEMENT CONTEXT 
 

This plan covers all of the land on the south-east coast of Flinders Island known as 

Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site, which is part of the Logan Lagoon Conservation Area.  

First reserved in 1968, the area was listed as a Wetland of International Importance 

under the Convention on Wetlands in 1982.  Under the National Parks and Reserves 

Management Act 2002, the Director, National Parks and Wildlife is the managing 

authority for the Ramsar site and is responsible for the preparation of a management 

plan.   

 

Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site is important for nature conservation because of its fauna, 

flora and geomorphological values.  The lagoon is an important resting and feeding 

site for migratory waders.  The flora communities, although dramatically altered by a 

high fire frequency, provide good examples of native coastal vegetation containing 

remnant patches of pre-European vegetation types.  The Holocene shorelines that 

incorporate the lagoon are representative and outstanding geomorphological 

examples for the local region.   

 
This plan outlines the long-term management objectives of the reserve and the 

necessary management prescriptions to meet those objectives.  It consists of two 

main parts: 

 

Part 1 is an introduction 

 

Part 2 is an account of the physical features, uses and management of the reserve 

which influence the objectives and prescriptions for future management 

 

Part 3 sets out the significance and management objectives 

 

Part 4 contains the prescriptions for management and together with Part 3 

constitutes the Management Plan as described in Part 3 of the National Parks and 

Reserves Management Act 2002. 

1.1 The Ramsar Convention 

The Convention on Wetlands is an inter-governmental treaty which provides the 

framework for international cooperation for the conservation and wise use of 

wetlands.  It is the first of the modern global treaties on conservation and wise use 

of natural resources.  The Convention, commonly referred to as the Ramsar 

Convention, takes its name from the Iranian city of Ramsar where the treaty was 

adopted in 1971.   

 

The Ramsar List of Wetlands of International Importance has been established under 

the Convention.  Sovereignty of the sites remains with the countries within which 

the sites are located.  By January 2000 there were 117 contracting parties to the 

Convention, with 1011 wetland sites totalling 71.8 million hectares designated for 

inclusion in the list.   

 

Management of wetlands and Ramsar sites should be in accordance with the duties 

and obligations of signatories to the Convention.  In particular, Article 3.1 states that 

the Contracting Parties ‘shall formulate and implement their planning so as to 

promote the conservation of wetlands included in the List, and as far as possible the 

wise use of wetlands in their territory’.   
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Australia was the first nation to become a contracting party to the Convention in 

1971.  It nominated Cobourg Peninsula, an Aboriginal Land and Conservation Area 

in the Northern Territory, as its first Ramsar site which, consequently, became the 

world’s first Ramsar site.  Australia has 68 Ramsar sites (at November 2002) 

covering an area of approximately 7.3 million ha.  Ten of these sites are located in 

Tasmania.   

 

The Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site on Flinders Island was the fourth Australian Ramsar 

site to be listed under the Convention, in 1982.  

1.2 Criteria Met for Ramsar Listing 

At the time of listing, Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site met the following criteria for listing 

as an internationally important wetland (full criteria are listed in Appendix 1). 

 

1(a) It is a particularly good representative example of a natural, or near-natural, 

wetland, characteristic of the appropriate biogeographical region. 

 

2(c) It is of special value as the habitat of plants or animals at a critical stage of 

their biological cycle. 

 

3(b) It regularly supports substantial numbers of individuals from particular groups 

of waterbirds, indicative of wetland values, productivity or diversity. 

 
Although the listing criteria have been revised, these values continue to support the 

Ramsar listing. 

 
Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site provides feeding and resting habitat for a number of 

migratory waders including red-necked stint Calidris ruficollis, common greenshank 

Tringa nebularia, eastern curlew Numenius madagascariensis and double-banded plover 

Charadrius bicinctus.   

1.3 Migratory Birds Agreements 

As a signatory to the Japan – Australia and China – Australia Migratory Bird 

Agreement (JAMBA/CAMBA), and as a member of the East Asian – Australasian 

Shorebird Site Network (EAASSN), Australia has obligations to ensure the 

protection of migratory bird species and their habitats.   

1.4 National Estate 

The reserve is listed on the Register of the National Estate.  The Australian Heritage 

Commission Statement of Significance states:  

 

‘Logan Lagoon Wildlife Sanctuary is listed under the Ramsar 

convention and has been designated an Important Australian 

Wetland for its noteworthy flora (wetland community 

lamprothamnium aquatic) and high diversity of migrant and nomadic 

bird species.  The reserve is an important research site for wetlands 

and saltmarshes.  The reserve contains representative Callitris 

rhomboidea-Leptospermum spp. closed forest.’   
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1.5 Legislation and Administration 

1.5.1 Commonwealth Legislation 

Australia’s obligations under the Ramsar Convention are primarily met through 

legislation and administrative arrangements governed by the state and territory 

governments.   

 

The Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

provides a national legislative framework for the protection of Ramsar wetlands and 

listed migratory species, and came into effect in July 2000.  This Act:  

 

 recognises that Ramsar Wetlands of International Importance (and listed 

threatened and migratory species) are matters of National Environmental 

Significance  

 introduces an environmental assessment and approval regime for actions 

that are likely to have a significant impact on Ramsar wetlands (and listed 

threatened and migratory species) 

 provides for improved management of Ramsar wetlands.   

 

Any action that has, will have or is likely to have a significant impact on the ecological 

character of the Logan Lagoon Ramsar Wetland should be referred to the 

Commonwealth Minister for Environment and Heritage to determine whether the 

action is subject to the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.   

 

The National Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002 requires that, in managing 

development on reserved land, regard must be had to the Resource Management 

and Planning System objectives.  

1.5.2 State Legislation 

Conservation areas are protected under the National Parks and Reserves Management 

Act 2002 and are subject to the Wildlife Regulations 1999 and the National Parks 

and Reserved Land Regulations 1999.  All items of Aboriginal heritage in the state 

are protected under the State Aboriginal Relics Act 1975.  Threatened plants and 

animals are protected under the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995.  Historic 

cultural heritage is protected under the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995.   

 

The Tasmanian State Coastal Policy 1996 applies to all Tasmanian coastal zones and 

provides for the sustainable development objectives of the State Policies and Projects 

Act 1993 to be met.   

 

When finalised, the document: A Wetlands Strategy for Tasmania (DPIWE 2000) 

provides guidelines for management and conservation of wetlands in Tasmania.   

1.5.3 Administration 

The Wetlands Unit of the Department of Environment and Water Resources is the 

administrative authority for the Ramsar Convention in Australia.  Under the 

Australian constitution, primary responsibility for land and resource use lies with the 

state and territory governments.  Accordingly, in Australia the Convention on 

Wetlands is implemented primarily under state and territory legislation.  

Coordination is achieved through a network of officers representing state, territory 

and Commonwealth nature conservation agencies constituted under the auspices of 
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the Natural Resource Management Ministerial Council (NRMMC), known as the 

Wetlands and Waterbirds Taskforce.   

 

Management of the Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site is the responsibility of the Director.  

The reserve lies in the North-east District of the Northern Region of the Parks and 

Wildlife Service.  The staff of the Service are charged with enforcing the Acts and 

Regulations and may also be empowered to police other pertinent legislation in 

consultation with relevant authorities.   

1.6 Location, Plan Area and Access 

Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site is located 6 km east of Lady Barron on the south-east 

coast of Flinders Island within the larger Logan Lagoon Conservation Area (see Maps 

1 & 2).  The area of the Ramsar site is approximately 2257 ha.   

 

Access to the Ramsar site is via Pot Boil Road and Logan Lagoon Road.  Both roads 

are unsealed gravel.  A fire trail cuts through the northern part of the Ramsar site 

before crossing north through the balance of the Logan Lagoon Conservation Area 

to Cameron Inlet.  This fire trail may not be useable during wet conditions, since the 

bridge over Pot Boil Creek was destroyed by fire. 

1.7 Adjacent Land Use 

Private land adjoins the Ramsar site to the west with the balance of the Logan 

Lagoon Conservation Area adjoining the site to the west and the north.   

 

The majority of the Logan Lagoon Conservation Area, and some of the private land, 

is covered with native vegetation.  Areas of cleared private land have been sown 

with pasture grasses and are used for grazing sheep and cattle.  Artificial fertilisers 

and lime-sand are regularly spread over these pastures to increase grass 

productivity.  Any runoff from these areas flows into the Ramsar site.   

 

In wet seasons the lagoons within the Logan Lagoon Conservation Area other than 

Logan Lagoon are used for hunting ducks during the open season.   

1.8  Reservation History 

1.8.1  Conservation Area 

Logan Lagoon Conservation Area was declared ‘a sanctuary with respect to animals 

and birds’ on 6 August, 1968 under the Animals and Birds Protection Act 1928.  

Following the passing of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1970 the area became a 

wildlife sanctuary.  In 1974, two blocks on the north-east corner and one block on 

the eastern edge of the sanctuary were acquired and added to the conservation area.  

A further block on the western edge was acquired in May 1977.  Under Section 17 

of the Regional Forest Agreement (Land Classification) Act 1998, the wildlife sanctuary is 

declared to be reserved land in the class of Conservation Area and is taken to have 

been so declared under the National Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002. 

 

The original reserve (and Ramsar site) was described by a registered plan in the 

Central Plan Register, CPR 5650, registered in August 2001 (see Appendix 2).  This 

plan indicated the area of the reserve to be approximately 2257 ha.   

 

A major extension to the reserve occurred in 2002, flowing from the 

recommendations of an inquiry conducted by the Resource Planning and 
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Development Commission.   This inquiry into unallocated Crown land on Flinders 

Island recommended Logan Lagoon Conservation Area be extended to include land 

to the north between Cameron Inlet and Chain of Lagoons and land to the west.  

The extension was proclaimed by Statutory Rule 2002, No 172, gazetted on 25 

December 2002 and described in CPR 5947 (see Appendix 3).  The extension adds 

approximately 2607 ha to the reserve, bringing the total area to approximately 4864 

ha. 

1.8.2  Ramsar Site 

Logan Lagoon Conservation Area was designated as a Ramsar site in 1982.  The 

boundaries of the Ramsar site are shown on CPR 5650.   

1.8.3  Shorebird Site Network 

The Ramsar site was declared a Shorebird Network Site on the East Asian – 

Australasian Shorebird Site Network in 1996 because of the presence of a significant 

number of double-banded plovers Charidrius bicinctus.   
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Map 1 Location of Flinders Island 
 



Part 2: Account of the Area 

Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site (part of the Logan Lagoon Conservation Area) Management Plan 2004 

 

 7 

PART 2 ACCOUNT OF THE AREA 

2.1 Catchment 

The catchment of Logan Lagoon is approximately 75 sq km and has been significantly 

increased in area from its original size because of the construction of drainage 

channels throughout Bootjack Flats and other low-lying areas.  Most of the 

catchment is privately owned and has been cleared and drained for grazing.   

2.2 Geology, Geomorphology and Soils 

The geology of the Furneaux Group can be characterised as an older (Palaeozoic) 

basement consisting of folded quartzites and argillites (the Mathinna beds) intruded 

by granite plutons.  These are all overlain unconformably by a much younger 

superficial layer of Cainozoic sediments (Dixon 1996).   

 

Flinders Island was isolated from mainland Australia by rising sea levels following the 

last glacial period, 13,000 years before present (BP) and from Tasmania 

approximately 8000 years BP.   

 

Logan Lagoon is part of the extensive eastern Flinders Island parallel dune – coastal 

barrier system, and associated coastal lagoons and inlets.  Building of the system 

followed the establishment of present sea levels approximately 6000 years ago.  The 

east coast has consisted of two embayments in the past which have gradually been 

reduced to the present alignment by barrier formation (south of Sellars Point) and 

shoreline progradation.  The east coast of Flinders Island appears to be prograding at 

a faster rate than any other part of the ‘sandy’ Tasmanian coast (Dixon 1996).   

 

Around Logan Lagoon a number of old, slightly higher than present, strand lines are 

evident which suggest recent uplift or higher mid-Holocene sea levels, and 

consequently this area has been identified as a site of geoconservation significance 

(Dixon 1996).  Part of the east coast dune system on Flinders Island has also been 

identified as having National Estate significance.   

 

Soils within the Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site are dominated by uniform sandy deposits.  

The beaches are composed of undifferentiated, calcareous sand and are highly 

susceptible to wind and wave erosion.  Inland the soils consist of a surface layer of 

organic materials.   

2.3 Climate 

The Flinders Island airport at Whitemark is the only station on the island with a 

complete range of meteorological records.  The station is approximately 25 km 

WNW of the lagoon and is more exposed to the prevailing westerly winds than 

Logan Lagoon.   

 

Flinders Island experiences a mild maritime climate similar to, but warmer during the 

summer than, other coastal areas of northern Tasmania and Bass Strait.  July is the 

coldest month with mean daily temperatures ranging from 6.1°C to 13.2°C and 

February the warmest month with mean daily temperatures ranging from 13.4°C to 

22.5°C.  The airport receives an average annual rainfall of 770 mm.  Rain is normally 

winter/spring dominant and annual rainfall variability is low from 41 mm in February 

to 89 mm in July. 
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The effect of the maritime influence in moderating temperatures and preventing 

major fluctuations is clearly evident.  Frosts (climatologically defined to be when the 

air temperature at a height of 1.3 m decreases below 2.2°C) are rare with an 

average of 21 days per year and occur between June and September.  The minimum 

temperature recorded at the Flinders Island airport is -3.5°C. 

2.4 Hydrology 

The catchment of Logan Lagoon is low-lying with the water table very close to the 

soil surface.  Only one small natural watercourse, Pot Boil Creek, flows into Logan 

Lagoon.   

 

Logan Lagoon is generally 1 – 2 m in depth and is isolated from the sea by a large 

sand bar.  Consequently, the water level of the lagoon fluctuates seasonally with 

rainfall, generally being high during winter and spring and low during late summer 

and autumn. Opening of the sand bar occurs under natural conditions, and can be 

breached from either side.  Breaches occur from the lagoon side when it is full and 

overflowing, and from the seaward side when rough seas erode the dunes in easterly 

weather.  In extended dry periods (1995–96 and from 1998 through to early 2000) 

the lagoon dries out and water is only contained in the southernmost section of the 

lagoon.  All other lagoons on the east coast of Flinders Island, except Cameron Inlet, 

are also dry.  During much of 1998, 1999 and early 2000, the lagoon mouth was 

open naturally.   

 

On private land adjacent to Logan Lagoon drains have been constructed.  Water has 

been directed into the lagoon from as far away as Bootjack Flats approximately 7 km 

west of the lagoon.  Many of these drains have become overgrown with vegetation, 

impeding the movement of water. During extended periods of wet weather the land 

adjacent to the lagoon becomes waterlogged.  The water level in the lagoon is often 

blamed for this waterlogging and consequently, on occasions, the mouth has been 

artificially opened without authority.  A Department of Agriculture (1987) report 

indicates that the waterlogging is caused by lack of water movement within the 

drains rather than the water level of the lagoon.   

 

Most of the water that enters the Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site originates in or flows 

through land that is subject to agricultural activities, particularly pasture 

improvement for grazing.  Runoff and leaching into the water system of fertilisers, 

herbicides and pesticides may indirectly have a significant impact on the natural 

properties of the lagoon through changes in water parameters, such as pH, 

phosphates, nitrates, and turbidity.  

2.5 Flora 

The vegetation of Logan Lagoon and the Flinders Island east coast plain reflects the 

constraints imposed by the physical environment.  Since early European settlement 

the vegetation has been dramatically altered with the use of fire for land clearance.  

The relationship between vegetation and fire is largely responsible for the pattern 

observed in the present vegetation of the Ramsar site. 

 

The low-lying country around Logan Lagoon comprises unconsolidated sediments 

covered with a complex mosaic of scrub, forest, heath, grassland and herbfield.  Fire 

frequency and drainage/salinity are the most likely major variables that determine the 

vegetation and species at any locality.   
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On the eastern side of the lagoon there is dense coastal shrubbery of coast wattle 

Acacia sophorae and coast tea tree Leptospermum laevigatum interspersed with some 

grassy patches.  North of Logan Lagoon on the leeward of other lagoons, there is 

forest and scrub which is subject to a lower fire frequency than the vegetation on the 

windward side.  The prevailing wind direction is from the west and north-west.  The 

lagoons consequently act as fire breaks which protect vegetation from many fires.  

This more protected vegetation is dominated by Smithton peppermint Eucalyptus 

nitida, L. laevigatum, honeysuckle Banksia marginata and Oyster Bay pine Callitris 

rhomboidea.  Three successive fires, with intervals of less than eight years, will cause 

local extinction of C. rhomboidea.   

 

On the windward side of Logan Lagoon, and in the southern part of the Ramsar site, 

there is mainly E. nitida dominated scrub with a heathy understorey which in many 

places has been converted to a predominantly bracken understorey by the high fire 

frequency.  Some Eucalyptus viminalis occurs on the dune ridges.   

 

Around the edges of the lagoon there are pockets of golden speargrass Stipa stipoides 

grassland and coastal tussock grass Poa poiformis grassland.  The former has salt-

tolerant herbs such as Samolus repens and Selliera radicans.  Samphire Sarcocornia 

quinqueflora is scattered on the fringes of the lagoon on the flats which are subject to 

periodic inundation.   

 

In poorly drained swales and along drainage channels, coastal paperbark Melaleuca 

ericifolia thickets occur.   

 

The Ramsar site is listed on the Register of the National Estate, partially as a result of 

its noteworthy flora (see Section 1.4) 

 
Table 1:  Threatened Flora Species Observed or Expected to be Found in the 

Ramsar Site 

 

Code* Common Name Scientific Name 

Rare salt angianthus Angianthus preissianus 

Rare, endemic dusty miller Spyridium parvifolium var. molle 

 

*code reflects the plant’s listing in the schedules of the Threatened Species Protection 

Act 1995 

 

2.5.1 Threats to the Flora Values 

The main threats to the plant species within the Ramsar site are feral pigs (Section 

2.10.1), and an inappropriate fire regime.  Feral pigs occur throughout the Ramsar 

site, usually associated with seasonal wetlands because of their reliance on fresh 

water.  Extensive runways have been created and pigs uproot large areas of the soft 

sandy soils in their search for food.  In addition they may play a role in the spread of 

cinnamon fungus Phytophthora cinnamomi.  There are no reliable population estimates 

and the extent of their impact needs to be determined.   

 

Funds were obtained in 1998 from the Natural Heritage Trust to undertake a 

comprehensive study of feral pigs on Flinders Island.  Its aim is to focus on the 

impacts pigs have on the values of Strzelecki National Park (where the population is 

relatively isolated and surrounded by farmland) and develop more effective 

management strategies for their control and possible eradication.  Once these are 

developed, they may be applied to the feral pig population that ranges extensively 
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through the east-coast wetlands, is less contained and therefore less easily controlled 

or eradicated.   

 

Frequent firing has, in some areas, led to the replacement of woody vegetation by 

floristically poor bracken fields or tussock grasslands.  The dense vegetation is often 

perceived as a safety risk due to potential wildfire and often results in legal and illegal 

fuel-reduction burning.  Species which regenerate from seeds, rootstocks or sensitive 

underground organs are often eliminated by such frequent fires.   

 

Human interference in the natural processes of the lagoon, such as artificially opening 

the mouth, may be detrimental to some aquatic plant and algal species.  Species that 

occur in these coastal lagoon systems have adapted to the extreme variability in 

conditions from freshwater to hypersaline and even extended periods of drying.  

Some species may rely on a particular stage of this process for their survival.   

 

Although present on Flinders Island, Phytophthora cinnamomi is not considered a 

threat to the vegetation of the Ramsar site.   

 

A number of weeds are found in the Ramsar site (Section 2.10.1).   

2.6 Fauna 

Over 160 bird species have been recorded on Flinders Island, many of which would 

occur in the Ramsar site.  Being situated between Tasmania and the Australian 

mainland, Flinders Island contains many bird species that are present on one but not 

the other.  Logan Lagoon provides important resting and feeding habitat for a 

number of migratory waders.  Thirteen migratory wader species have been recorded 

and all but one of these, the double-banded plover Charadrius bicinctus, breed in the 

Arctic region during the northern hemisphere summer and migrate south for the 

southern hemisphere summer.  The double-banded plover breeds in New Zealand 

and migrates to Australia in January.  Many of these migratory waders are also listed 

on JAMBA and CAMBA – treaties signed by the governments of Australia and 

Japan/China to protect migratory birds and their environments.  The importance of 

Logan Lagoon as a wader feeding and resting site is also recognised with the lagoon 

being listed on the East Asian – Australasian Shorebird Site Network.   
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Table 2:  Migratory Wader Species Recorded in Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site 

 

Code * Common Name Scientific Name 

J wandering albatross Thalassarche exulans 

J short-tailed shearwater Puffinus tenuirostris 

J,C sooty shearwater Puffinus griseus 

J,C great egret Egretta alba 

C eastern reef egret Egretta sacra 

J,C cattle egret Ardeola ibis 

J,C lesser sand plover Charadrius mongolus 

m Pacific golden plover Pluvialis fulva 

m double-banded dotterel Charadrius bicinctus 

m,J,C ruddy turnstone Arenaria interpres 

m,J,C eastern curlew Numenius madagascariensis 

m,J,C whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 

m,J,C common greenshank Tringia nebularia 

m,J,C marsh sandpiper Tringia stagnatilus 

m,J,C Latham’s snipe Gallinago hardwickii 

m,J,C bar-tailed godwit Limosa lapponica 

m,J,C red knot Calidris canutus 

m,J,C sharp-tailed sandpiper Calidris acuminata 

m,J,C red-necked stint Calidris ruficollis 

J,C curlew sandpiper Calidris feruginea 

J,C Caspian tern Hydroprogne caspia 

J,C little tern Sterna albifrons 

J,C white throated needletail Hirundapus caudacutus 

 
*  code:  

J: listed under the Japan – Australia Migratory Birds Agreement (JAMBA) 

C:  listed under the China – Australia Migratory Birds Agreement (CAMBA 

m:  migratory  

 

A number of threatened shorebirds have been recorded breeding in the reserve.  

These include: the little tern Sterna albifrons, which is listed as endangered under the 

Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 and also listed under JAMBA/CAMBA; the fairy 

tern Sterna nereis (listed as rare); and the hooded plover Charadrius cucullatus which is 

not listed, but is considered to have high conservation significance.   
 

Table 3:  Threatened Fauna Species Expected to be Found in the Ramsar Site 

 

Code* Common Name Scientific Name 

Endangered wandering albatross Thalassarche exulans 

Vulnerable black-browed albatross Thalassarche melanphrys 

Vulnerable grey-headed albatross Thalassarche chrystostoma 

Vulnerable shy albatross Thalassarche cauta 

Vulnerable white-headed petrel Pterodroma lessonii 

Vulnerable fairy prion Pachyptila turtur 

Vulnerable wedge-tailed eagle Aquila audax 

Rare white-fronted tern Sterna striata 

Endangered little tern Sterna albifrons 

Rare fairy tern Sterna nereis 

Endangered forty-spotted pardalote Pardalotus quadragintus 

Rare New Holland mouse Pseudomys novaehollandiae 

vulnerable  green and gold frog Litoria raniformis 

Rare dwarf galaxis Galaxiella pusilla 

 
* code reflects the animal’s listing in the schedules of the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 
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Eight duck species have been recorded on the island of which four – black duck, 

Australian shelduck, chestnut teal and grey teal, are hunted during the duck season.  

The lagoon is an important refuge for these species, as hunting is not permitted 

within the Ramsar site.   

 

The Cape Barren goose is considered to be the world’s second rarest goose species.  

The species was nearly hunted to extinction in the mid 1800s to early 1900s by 

sealers and settlers, and although fully protected in 1929, the population was only 

approximately 600 birds by 1960.  With the increase in improved pasture the 

population in the Furneaux Islands has increased to about 8500 birds on Flinders 

Island and approximately 15,000 in total.  During the 1970s areas in the Ramsar site 

were planted with grass to provide a refuge and food source for the geese to attract 

them away from pasture on private property.   

 

Flinders Island has a smaller number of native mammal species than mainland 

Tasmania with only 14 of the 35 Tasmanian species being present.  All of these are 

likely to occur in the Ramsar site, including the New Holland mouse which is listed 

as rare under the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995.  Calcified remains of a 

number of species now extinct on Flinders Island have been recorded from eroded 

dune deposits including Tasmanian devil, eastern and spotted-tailed quoll, eastern 

barred bandicoot, eastern grey kangaroo and three rodent species (Edgecombe 

1986).   

 

Six of the 11 Tasmanian frog species occur on Flinders Island and all are likely to 

occur in freshwater lagoons and drains within the Ramsar site.  One of these species, 

the green and gold frog Litoria raniformis is listed as vulnerable.   

 

Nine native freshwater fish species occur on Flinders Island, all of which are likely to 

occur in Logan Lagoon or Pot Boil Creek.  The dwarf galaxias (Galaxiella pusilla) is the 

only species considered threatened and is listed as rare in Tasmania.   

2.6.1 Threats to the Faunal Values 

Logan Lagoon is an important refuge for birds during the duck-hunting season.  

During dry summers Logan Lagoon and all the smaller lagoons on the east coast dry 

out, leaving only a few other sites capable of supporting waterbirds.  By far the 

largest of these is Cameron Inlet where, at such times, many duck species have been 

observed congregating. 

 

Human interference in the natural processes of a lagoon by artificially opening the 

mouth has adverse impacts on waterfowl (Mooney 1996).  Impacts include:  

 

 reduced food supplies and a consequent decline in hatchlings, primarily due 

to a reduced water perimeter and shallows 

 reduced nest security and increased exposure to predation 

 reduced chick survival due to exposure while moving over sand and mud to 

the receding waters edge 

 reduced chick survival due to reduced food supplies and vegetation cover.   

Evaporation from saline wetlands increases salinity, which is not suitable for chicks.  

Additionally, the overflow from drains entering the lagoon would go out to sea 

through the breached lagoon mouth rather than replenishing the habitat of 

surrounding wetlands, further reducing suitable habitat.   
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Artificial breaching may also be detrimental to some aquatic animal species, 

particularly invertebrates and micro-crustacea.  Species that occur in these coastal 

lagoon systems have adapted to the extreme variability in environmental conditions 

from freshwater to hypersaline and even extended periods of drying.  Some species 

may rely on a particular stage of this process for their survival.   

 

Feral cat numbers are believed to be increasing on Flinders Island, and these may 

present significant threats to the fauna of the Ramsar site, particularly small 

mammals, reptiles and birds.  Some exotic birds are also present.  European starlings 

compete with native birds for nesting hollows. Domestic dogs sometimes stray in or 

are brought into the Ramsar site.  Rabbits and foxes have not been introduced to 

Flinders Island, which is fortunate because these two species can have a devastating 

impact on vegetation and native fauna.   

 

The presence of species that are not indigenous to the area is out of keeping with its 

purposes of reservation.   

 

Indiscriminate use of off-road vehicles on beaches, dunes and the lagoon foreshore 

affects the viability of nesting shorebirds, particularly those listed under the 

Threatened Species Protection Act 1995, (see Section 2.10.2).   

2.7 Values on Adjacent Land 

Cameron Inlet, to the north of Logan Lagoon, is an important feeding and resting 

area for waders, ducks, swans and other waterbirds.  The Inlet is considered equally 

as important as Logan Lagoon as feeding habitat for migratory waders, one of the 

reasons for which Logan Lagoon was listed as a Ramsar site.  Under the JAMBA and 

CAMBA agreements there is an obligation by the Australian Government to protect 

important habitats for migratory birds.  During extreme dry conditions Cameron 

Inlet is one of a small number of other places, and by far the largest, in the southern 

section of Flinders Island that contains permanent water.  Consequently many duck 

species have been observed congregating there, where they are vulnerable during the 

duck hunting season.   

 

The balance of the Logan Lagoon Conservation Area north of the Ramsar site 

between Logan Lagoon and Cameron Inlet contains remnant patches of vegetation 

that are indicative of, and reliant on, a low fire frequency (see Section 2.5).  

 

Extension of the Logan Lagoon Conservation Area north to include all or part of 

Cameron Inlet may assist in providing a reliable refuge for ducks during the hunting 

season.   

2.8 Cultural Resources 

2.8.1 Aboriginal 

The following brief overview presents an archaeological perspective of Aboriginal 

cultural resources on Flinders Island.  In the management and protection of 

Aboriginal cultural resources this limited perspective is acknowledged as inadequate, 

and alone cannot be used to direct management actions.  Effective and appropriate 

management of Aboriginal cultural resources requires recognition of values held by 

the Tasmanian Aboriginal community concerning Flinders Island, and ongoing 

consultation with Aboriginal community organisations.  Aboriginal values extend 

beyond site resources and include natural resources such as animals, plants and 
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landscape features.   

 

When Europeans first arrived in Bass Strait, Flinders Island was uninhabited.  The 

first systematic survey of Flinders Island for Aboriginal sites was conducted in 1975 

by Melbourne University.  The survey recorded a number of stone artefacts and 

discovered several middens.  Most of these middens were on the north-west and 

west coast (Sim 1989).  Radiocarbon dating suggests that the middens were 

deposited as recently as about 4000 years ago, a time when Flinders Island was 

separated from mainland Tasmania (Sim 1992).  Older evidence of Aboriginal 

occupation in the Furneaux Group dates back as far as 20,000 years (Brown 1991).   

 

To date, no systematic archaeological surveys have been undertaken in the Ramsar 

site and so no sites have been identified.  However the concentration of sites around 

freshwater lagoons at other locations on Flinders Island suggests that lagoons were a 

focus of activity.  There could also be contemporary artefact scatters in the Ramsar 

site, if the Aboriginal people who were relocated at Wybalena visited Logan Lagoon.   

 

If sites are found they would have considerable cultural significance for Aboriginal 

people, and they would require protection from the impacts of development and 

visitor use.  New legislation dealing with Aboriginal heritage management is under 

consideration.  At present, the Aboriginal Relics Act 1975 applies.   

2.8.2 Historic 

The Furneaux Group was named by Captain James Cook in 1773 in honour of 

Captain Tobias Furneaux who, in charge of the ship Adventure, accompanied Cook in 

the Resolution during his second voyage in 1772–1774.   

 

The first official European settlement on Flinders Island commenced in 1831, with 

the relocation of G A Robinson’s Aboriginal station from Gun Carriage (Vansittart) 

Island to The Lagoons on the south-west coast of Flinders.  The settlement later 

moved north to Wybalenna, finally closing in October 1847.   

 

Following the settlement’s closure the whole of Flinders Island was leased from 1850 

to 1861 by Captain Malcolm Smith, a former Commandant of Wybalenna.  Tin was 

discovered at Killiecrankie in 1883 and in 1888 the island was opened for land 

selection.  George Boyes, who took up land at Palana in 1889, is credited with being 

the first official landowner in this period.  By the turn of the century a bustling 

community had developed at Whitemark and in 1910–1911 the wharf at Lady Barron 

was constructed.   

 

No systematic surveys for historic heritage have been carried out within the 

boundaries of the Ramsar site.  The Tasmanian Historic Places Inventory does not 

contain any entries for the area.   

2.9 Fire 

Islands of the Furneaux Group were not occupied by Aboriginal people at the time 

of European settlement.  The archaeological evidence suggests there were probably 

no human-induced influences such as fire on the vegetation in the millennia prior to 

European settlement.  The islands therefore are of potential interest in providing 

remnant examples of fire-excluded vegetation.   

 

Since the arrival of Europeans the island has been subject to a regime of frequent and 

extensive firing which has dramatically altered the vegetation within the Ramsar site.  
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The vegetation of the Ramsar site on the western windward side of the lagoon is 

very conducive to fire, with areas of tussock grasslands, sedgeland, heath and scrub 

(see Section 2.5).  In the southern part of the Ramsar site there is mainly E. nitida 

dominated scrub with a heathy understorey which in many places has been 

converted to a predominantly bracken understorey by the high fire frequency.  The 

lagoon system acts as a firebreak and consequently the area to the north and east of 

Logan Lagoon is subject to a lower fire frequency.  This is reflected in the vegetation 

with Smithton peppermint Eucalyptus nitida, coast tea tree Leptospermum laevigatum, 

Banksia marginata and Oyster Bay pine Callitris rhomboidea being present.  These 

remnant communities are of conservation significance (Harris 1989).   

 

Fire management in the Ramsar site is important as private land abuts to the west, 

while the township of Lady Barron is only 5 km to the west.  Also, the maintenance 

of specific conservation values may depend upon periodic low-intensity fires.  

 

There are many unmaintained fire trails in the Furneaux region.  Some of these could 

be valuable if maintained, and provide access routes and/or fire breaks in the case of 

a wildfire.  There are others that are of no strategic importance and lead to fishing 

and swimming beaches, duck holes or nowhere in particular (Natural Heritage Trust 

1999).  

 

Cleared fire trails without fuel reduction on both sides of the trail would become 

death traps in the event of a wildfire.  Fuel reduction burning is difficult in many of 

the fuel types, with the limited resources available. At the edge of paddocks wildfire 

may be controlled where there is a low risk to life or equipment.   

 

Fire management coordination responsibility is vested in the Furneaux Fire 

Management Area Committee (FFMAC).  This committee includes representatives 

from the Tasmania Fire Service (TFS), local brigades, Parks and Wildlife Service and 

Flinders Island Council.  Under section 20 (1) of the Fire Service Act 1979 the 

committee has the following functions:  

 

 to prepare a fire protection/management plan for its area and to review it 

regularly 

 to advise the State Fire Commission on matters pertaining to fire (e.g. fire 

permit periods, fire services, fire breaks, trails) 

 to advise local councils on the removal of fire hazards.   

 

A draft fire management plan was produced in 1991 by the TFS. This plan was not 

approved by the State Fire Commission.  The TFS will release little or no money for 

fire management works until such a plan is approved.  Once approved, the Furneaux 

Fire Management Area Plan (FFMAP) will provide general strategies and principles to 

guide the formation of detailed local fire management plans, but will not override 

them.  The PWS will then be able to provide detailed plans for reserved lands 

including the Ramsar site and the balance of the conservation area, and to undertake 

works.  These PWS plans and works will support the overall FFMAP.   

2.10 Environmental Degradation 

2.10.1 Introduced Species 

Introduced plant and animal species have established wild populations on Flinders 

Island and in the Ramsar site and pose varying threats to the native fauna and flora.   
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Feral cats are widespread on the island and have been observed throughout the 

Ramsar site.  Diet studies have revealed that, across Australia, cats kill over 100 

species of birds, 50 species of both reptiles and mammals, and many species of 

amphibians and invertebrates (Dredge 1993).   

 

Feral pigs are also widespread throughout the Ramsar site and have caused extensive 

localised damage to terrestrial and wetland vegetation. Their favoured plant species 

may be selectively eliminated from the area.  The uprooting disturbance to 

vegetation and soils can destroy soil structure, promote erosion and invasion by 

weeds, displace invertebrates and hasten drying out.   

 

A number of introduced plant species occur in the Ramsar site.  Pampas Cortaderia 

selloana (a prohibited weed species), slender thistle Carduus pycnocephalus, spear 

(Scotch) thistle, Cirsium vulgare and African boxthorn Lycium ferocissimum are all listed 

as secondary weeds in Tasmania (Parsons & Cuthbertson 1992).  All of these species 

are invasive and out-compete other plants, particularly where the soil has been 

disturbed.  Sea spurge Euphorbia paralias is also colonising the southern beach of the 

Ramsar site.   

 

2.10.2 Off-road Vehicles  

In the absence of a written authority, off-road driving is not permitted within Logan 

Lagoon Ramsar Site under regulation 12 of the National Parks and Reserved Land 

Regulations 1999.  However, it does occur in the Ramsar site and in the balance of 

the conservation area between Cameron Inlet and Logan Lagoon.   

 

Evidence suggests that four-wheel driving and the use of two, three and four wheeled 

motorbikes is becoming more common, causing damage to the vegetation within the 

Ramsar site, particularly to the Sarcocornia quinqueflora saltmarsh edge at the mouth 

of the lagoon.  The vegetation is easily damaged and takes many years to recover, so 

vehicle tracks are easily recognisable.  Environmental damage is greater in winter 

because vehicles bog more easily in the soft, wet ground.  Recreational driving has 

also caused erosion at the lagoon mouth where vehicles have spun tyres in the soft 

sediments or become bogged.  Off-road driving on sand dunes north of the Ramsar 

site has resulted in vegetation being destroyed, allowing blowouts to develop.  The 

use of off-road vehicles on Planter Beach south of Cameron Inlet within the Ramsar 

site is a major problem, causing erosion of sand dunes, disturbance of beach and 

coastal breeding birds and destruction of their eggs.  Anecdotal evidence suggests 

that little terns Sterna albifrons, which are listed as endangered under Tasmania’s 

Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 and the Commonwealth Threatened Species Act 

1992, have attempted to nest at Pot Boil Point since about 1994, but have failed, 

partly due to human disturbance.  

 

The following tracks are most commonly used (Map 2):  

 

 Pot Boil Road to the southern beach, giving access to Pot Boil Point (eastern 

end) and Dick Davey Shoal (western end, out of the reserve), for the 

purpose of coastal driving and beach fishing   

 Logan Lagoon Road to the northern end of Logan Lagoon, giving access to 

South and North Chain lagoons and Cameron Inlet for hunting   

 the Cameron Inlet mouth crossing to drive either down Planter Beach for 

beach fishing or link up with Logan Lagoon Road   
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 a northern branch of Pot Boil Road leading through private property to the 

edge of Logan Lagoon, cutting across the dry lagoon bed to the mouth and 

Pot Boil Point for beach fishing.   

2.10.3 Artificial Draining  

The mouth of Logan Lagoon is usually closed and only opens when the water level in 

the lagoon is extremely high or a storm event occurs to break down the sand bar.  

As indicated in Section 2.4, the mouth of the lagoon has been illegally opened on a 

number of occasions.  Such actions may threaten some species at critical life stages 

(see Sections 2.5 and 2.6).   

 

Uncontrolled sea dumping is also illegal.  The Environment Protection (Sea Dumping) Act 

1987 sets out regulations with regard to the translocation and dumping of materials 

in the marine environment.  Due to potential issues such as translocation of 

introduced marine species and dumping of waste materials on sensitive habitats, any 

activities that involve removal of materials from one location and translocation to 

another require careful regulation.   

2.11 Recreation and Tourism 

Visitor numbers to the Ramsar site have not been recorded, but it is believed that 

they are increasing.  Because of its proximity to Lady Barron, the Ramsar site is used 

for a range of recreation activities by local people as well as tourists.   

2.11.1  Facilities and Services 

Two wooden signs identify the Logan Lagoon Conservation Area.  The signs are 

located on Logan Lagoon Road and Pot Boil Road, at the boundary of the Ramsar 

site.  They do not indicate that the area is managed by the Parks and Wildlife Service.   

 

No camping areas have been constructed because of the close proximity to the 

township of Lady Barron.  Similarly, no toilets have been provided at the Ramsar site.   

2.11.2  Fishing 

Fishing is a common pursuit on Flinders Island and the Pot Boil Point and Dick Davey 

Shoal (Map 2), in particular, are popular beach fishing locations.  People gain access 

to the point with off-road vehicles either via Pot Boil Road and the southern beach, 

or via the dry lagoon bed and lagoon mouth.  Most of the people who use Pot Boil 

Point for fishing are considered to be local residents.  However, approximately 18% 

of visitors to Flinders Island report they go sea fishing, more than go sightseeing or 

touring (Tourism Tasmania 1995). Boat fishing does occur offshore of the reserve.   

2.11.3  Birdwatching and Beach Walking 

Birdwatching within the Ramsar site is a recreational pursuit which is often 

associated with beach walking.  The high number of migratory and sedentary bird 

species which inhabit the Ramsar site makes this a popular activity.  Anecdotal 

reports indicate that the number of people visiting the lagoon for these reasons is 

increasing.  Approximately 39% of all visitors to Flinders Island report taking 

recreational walks while 25% go bushwalking (Tourism Tasmania 1995).  

Construction of a bird hide would enhance the birdwatching opportunities, but 

suitable sites are difficult to identify under the current prolonged dry conditions.   

 

No formal walking tracks are designated within the Ramsar site.  The absence of 
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short walk opportunities limits potential enjoyment of the area for increasing number 

of day users.  The track out to Pot Boil Point could potentially be promoted for 

mountain bikes, and as a long walk.  A short trail along the western boundary of the 

Ramsar site past one of the two remaining waterholes in Logan Lagoon could also 

provide birdwatching and walking opportunities.   

2.11.4  Recreation Vehicles 

Off-road vehicle use occurs in the reserve (Section 2.10.2) and is associated with a 

range of impacts on some of the Ramsar site’s key natural values.  People access the 

area in off-road cars and bikes to go beach fishing, duck hunting on Crown land, or 

to drive in a challenging environment.  The following routes are most commonly 

used: 

 Pot Boil Road and track to the southern beach, and from there to Pot Boil 

Point and Dick Davey Shoal  

 Logan Lagoon Road to the northern end of the lagoon, then up through the 

Chain lagoons to Cameron Inlet, out onto Planter Beach, or across to the 

mouth of the lagoon and Pot Boil Point.   

2.12 Information, Interpretation and Education 

There are currently two interpretation signs within the Ramsar site, but its 

recreational and environmental potential has not been greatly promoted.  Signs 

inform visitors of the status of the area, why this area has been reserved for 

conservation and why it has been recognised as a wetland of international 

importance.  A project to produce interpretive signs for all of the Ramsar sites in 

Tasmania was funded by the Australian Government and signs are located at both 

main access points, on Logan Lagoon Road and Pot Boil Road.   

 

There is potential for use of the area in environmental education.  A district high 

school is located at Whitemark and valuable information could be gained from field 

trips to the lagoon, or from classroom projects based on life cycles and ecological 

relationships evident in the area.   

 

Local tourism operators make limited use of the area as a site for bird and nature 

observation.  During much of the 1990s, the lagoon has been largely dry; it is likely 

to be more attractive to visitors when it contains water.  Usage is also limited 

because the lagoon is not well marked or signed and because there are no 

established viewing sites.  Cameron Inlet is used more often by tourism operators, 

given that it contains water when Logan Lagoon is dry.  
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PART 3 MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES 
 

The prescriptions of this plan are subject to the provisions of funding and other 

resources sufficient to meet them, and may be prioritised by the Parks and Wildlife 

Service according to resource availability.   

3.1 Statement of Significance 

Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site is recognised as a wetland of international importance 

because it supports an appreciable number of migratory waders, including eastern 

curlew, bar-tailed godwit, common greenshank, curlew sandpiper and red-necked 

stint, and is one of the major summer feeding grounds in Tasmania for these species.  

Twenty of these bird species are listed in international agreements between 

Australia and China and Japan (JAMBA and CAMBA), under which Australia has 

obligations to ensure the protection of listed migratory bird species and their 

habitats.  The importance of Logan Lagoon as a wader feeding and resting site is also 

recognised with the lagoon being listed on the East Asian - Australasian Shorebird 

Site Network.  The network links wetlands that are internationally important for 

shorebirds (waders) and occur within the East Asian – Australasian Flyway: the route 

used by migratory birds traveling between the Arctic Circle and Australia/New 

Zealand Logan Lagoon is one of only two Tasmanian sites out of the nine Australian 

sites on the network.   
 

As outlined in Section 1.2, Logan Lagoon meets Ramsar criteria 1(a), 2(c) and 3(b) 

for listing as an internationally important wetland.  A full descripion of the listing is 

contained in Appendix 4 and criteria that were applied at the time of listing are 

outlined in Appendix 1.   

 

The Ramsar site is also listed on the Register of the National Estate (see Section 1.4) 

and contains remnant patches of vegetation that are indicative of the pre-European 

environment with a much lower fire frequency regime.   

 

The Ramsar site has value as a recreation area because it provides a spectrum of 

recreational opportunities in close proximity to the township of Lady Barron.  It has 

commercial value to the local tourism industry and it is valued for the recreational 

opportunities it provides for birdwatching, nature appreciation and fishing.  The 

reserve’s continuing conservation contributes to the economic, social and aesthetic 

wellbeing of the local community.   

3.2 Management Objectives 

Under the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran, 1971), the primary objective for 

the Ramsar site is:  

 

to ensure the wise use and conservation of wetlands because of their abundant 

richness in flora and fauna and their economically important functions and values.   

 

3.2.1 Management Objectives of Conservation Areas 

Conservation areas are a class of reserve under the National Parks and Reserves 

Management Act 2002, defined as areas of land in a predominantly natural state.   

 

The management objectives of conservation areas are set out in the National Parks 
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and Reserves Management Act 2002.  Those that apply in Logan Lagoon Ramsar site 

are listed below.   

 

Because of the complex interrelationship of factors to be considered in managing the 

Ramsar site, the reasons these objectives apply and the manner in which the 

objectives will be achieved are dealt with in a number of sections of the management 

plan.  The sections of the management plan which primarily deal with each 

management objective in the Act are shown in brackets.   

 

to conserve natural biological diversity (Sections 1.2, 2.5, 2.6, 4.5) 

to conserve geological diversity (Sections 2.2, 4.3) 

to preserve the quality of water and protect catchments (Sections 2.4, 4.7.1, 4.7.2, 

4.7.3, 4.7.4) 

to conserve sites or areas of cultural significance (Section 2.8, 4.8) 

to provide for the controlled use of natural resources, including as an adjunct to 

utilisation of marine resources (Section 4.16) 

to encourage education based on the purposes of reservation and the natural or 

cultural values of the conservation area, or both (Section 2.12, 4.12) 

to encourage research, particularly that which furthers the purposes of reservation 

(Section 4.14) 

to protect the conservation area against, and rehabilitate the conservation area 

following, adverse impacts such as those of fire, introduced species, diseases and soil 

erosion on the conservation area’s natural and cultural values and on assets within 

and adjacent to the conservation area (Section 2.9, 2.10, 4.4, 4.6, 4.10) 

to encourage appropriate tourism, recreational use and enjoyment (including private 

uses) consistent with the conservation of the conservation area’s natural and cultural 

values and on assets within and adjacent to the reserve (Section 2.11, 4.11) 

to encourage co-operative management programs with Aboriginal people in areas of 

significance to them in a manner consistent with the purposes of reservation and the 

other management objectives (Section 2.8.1, 4.8). 

 

Not all of the management objectives for conservation areas set out in the Act will 

apply in every conservation area.  Because Logan Lagoon is of international 

importance as a sanctuary for migratory birds, any activities that are likely to prevent 

migratory birds from using the area or reduce the numbers that it could support are 

to be avoided.   

 

Therefore, the following management objectives for conservation areas set out in 

the Act will not apply in Logan Lagoon Ramsar site:  

 

 to provide for exploration activities and utilisation of mineral resources 

 to provide for the taking, on an ecologically sustainable basis, of designated 

game species for commercial or private purposes, or both 

 to provide for commercial or industrial uses of coastal areas. 

3.2.2 Specific Objectives 

The following specific objectives elaborate upon and give emphasis to the statutory 

management objectives in response to the special features and issues in the Ramsar 

site (Section 2) and the statement of significance (Section 3.1).   

 

 protect and conserve threatened species and their habitat 

 protect and conserve the migratory wader habitat 
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 maintain the ecological character of the Ramsar site 

 seek to ensure that water quality and quantity is adequate to maintain 

natural systems 

 promote appreciation of the natural values of the Ramsar site 

 encourage protection programs in the catchment of the Ramsar site 

 cooperate with neighbours and all users in managing the Ramsar site.   
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PART4 MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTIONS 

 4.1  reserve status 

Given the importance of the Ramsar site at an international level, the maximum 

protection possible under state legislation is necessary in order to recognise, protect 

and conserve its internationally significant wetland values.  Currently the Ramsar site 

has Conservation Area status. 

 

In 1974, the Parks and Wildlife Service proposed upgrading the conservation area 

which later became the Ramsar site (see Section 1.7) to State Reserve status.   

 

The objectives of management of conservation areas as set out in the National Parks 

and Reserves Management Act 2002 include several resource use objectives that are 

incompatible with the values of the Ramsar site.  Section 3.2.1 of this management 

plan outlines why these objectives will not apply to Logan Lagoon Ramsar site.  The 

Conservation Area classification is considered inadequate for the area.  A more 

appropriate classification would be State Reserve, which allows for conservation of 

values, recreation and tourism use but precludes hunting, mineral exploration, 

mining and industrial use. 
 

 Seek to upgrade the status of the existing Ramsar Site to a state reserve 

under the National Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002.  This status is 

not recommended for the balance of the conservation area. 
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4.2 Access 

In the absence of a written authority, off-road vehicle driving is prohibited within the 

Ramsar site (see Section 2.10.2).  However, it does occur on fire trails, across the 

dry lagoon bed and shoreline, and on the beaches and dunes.  The balance of the 

conservation area to the north is also used by people in off-road vehicles for 

recreational driving, hunting and beach fishing.  In places this activity causes erosion, 

vegetation damage, disturbance of coastal breeding birds and destruction of their 

eggs.  

 

In managing off-road vehicle use in the Ramsar site, there is a need to balance 

provision of recreation opportunities with protection of important natural values.  In 

particular, vulnerable beach and wetland habitat must be protected from vehicle 

damage.  At the same time it is recognised that people cannot easily leave Flinders 

Island for recreation so they need recreation opportunities on the island.   

 

The issue of allowing continued coastal access while protecting shorebirds, coastal 

features, vegetation and shoreline is a challenging one.  Under the National Parks and 

Reserved Land Regulations 1999, it is illegal to interfere with the nest, breeding place 

or habitation of any form of wildlife [Section 6 (1) (e)].  Furthermore, any action that 

has had, will have or is likely to have, a significant impact on listed threatened species 

and ecological communities and/or listed migratory species should be referred to the 

Commonwealth Minister (see Section 4.16).   

 

The beaches’ isolation and a lack of resources limit regular and accurate bird 

surveys.  This makes it difficult to identify and protect nesting sites, eggs, chicks and 

adults.  Vehicle drivers generally use the hard sand to access fishing spots, and if they 

keep below the latest high-tide mark on the beach, they may avoid destroying or 

disturbing nests up in the dry sand.  However they might crush the young who go 

down to the waterline to feed or those hiding in the wet cast seagrass and kelp.   

 

If vehicle drivers and the community could identify the birds and chicks of terns and 

hooded plovers, this would greatly assist with locating and protecting nesting sites 

which could then be enclosed by temporary fencing and monitored by volunteers 

and PWS to minimise disturbance during their most vulnerable period.  Once the 

chicks have fledged, the temporary fencing would be removed.   

 

At other sites in Tasmania, terns have been successfully protected through 

collaboration between PWS and volunteers, as described above.   

 

 In conjunction with users and other interest groups, assess, monitor and 

rehabilitate beach erosion and vegetation damage in the Ramsar site, 

particularly in relation to use by off-road vehicles.  

 In conjunction with vehicle drivers, other users and interest groups, 

accurately assess and monitor shorebird populations in the Ramsar site, 

particularly in relation to disturbance.  Identify areas and populations that 

may require protection, including access restrictions, during vulnerable 

periods such as the breeding season.   

 Fence off and monitor sections of beach where necessary, to minimise 

disturbance and protect vulnerable nesting shorebirds.   
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 In conjunction with user groups, identify, maintain and monitor vehicle 

access points to beaches in the reserve, subject to the first three points, 

above.   

 Visitors are authorised to undertake lawful use of the designated roads of 

the reserve without restriction.  The designated roads of the reserve are 

Pot Boil Road and Logans Lagoon Road, terminating at Pot Boil Creek.   

 Visitors may, subject to controls, use vehicles off-road on the following 

routes and beaches: 

 the southern beach from Dick Davey Shoals to Pot Boil Point 

 Planter Beach (within the Ramsar site) 

 the vehicular route north of Pot Boil Creek, passing through the Ramsar site 

towards South Chain Lagoon. 

 

 Control measures for off-road vehicle use include:  

 operation of all vehicles off-road in the Ramsar site is restricted to users 

with a written authority issued by the Parks and Wildlife Service 

 in order to minimise environmental impact during winter, access within the 

reserve will be prohibited from 1 June to 31 August 

 in order to minimise impact on nesting shorebirds and chicks, users may 

only drive between the low and three-quarter tide marks, except when using 

a designated beach access or bypassing a restricted area 

 users are to comply with any further access restrictions that may be applied 

from time to time, including avoiding temporarily fenced areas. 

 Because of continued vandalism to the bridge over Pot Boil Creek, as well as 

damage to lagoon verges and coastal dunes north and east of there, the 

bridge will not be replaced.  Terminate the road at this point.  Develop and 

install appropriate interpretation at the road-head, reflecting wetland and 

flora values (Section 4.12).  Install a locked boom gate at the road-head, 

providing a basis for managing restricted access by suitably authorised users. 

 In consultation with the community, users of the area and other 

stakeholders, publicise permitted tracks and beach access points in the 

Ramsar site, areas and times of allowed or restricted access, and minimal 

impact practices for coastal users including off-road vehicle driving, 

protection of coastal vegetation and dunes, the lagoon foreshore and 

identification and protection strategies for shorebirds.   

 Erect signs identifying authorised uses of the Ramsar site by off-road 

vehicles.  

4.3 Geoconservation 

Management of geodiversity for the Ramsar site aims to maintain the natural rates 

and magnitudes of change and to protect sites of geoconservation significance. 
 

 Protect the geodiversity of Logan Lagoon, in particular the old strandlines 

and parallel dune systems (Section 2.2).   

 Conduct surveys to identify requirements for geoconservation prior to the 

commencement of any developments.   
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4.4 Rehabilitation 

Areas of damage in the Ramsar site include the saltmarsh edge, the mouth of the 

lagoon and loss of vegetation leading to dune erosion on Planter Beach.  

 

 Identify, prioritise and rehabilitate habitats and areas that have been 

degraded. 

 Monitor erosion of soils, roads or tracks within the Ramsar site.  Undertake 

action in consultation with specialists, vehicle drivers and other users of the 

area to rehabilitate and restore damaged sections. 

4.5  Protection of Flora and Fauna 

Threats to the flora and fauna values of the Ramsar site include feral pigs, cats, 

frequent fire, off-road vehicles, artificial draining of the lagoon, and introduced weeds 

(Sections 2.5.1, 2.6.1, 2.9, 2.10 and 4.2 respectively).   

 

 Protect threatened species and communities of high conservation value.  In 

particular, the fire-sensitive remnant vegetation on the seaward side of the 

Ramsar site needs to be protected from frequent fires (less than eight years 

apart).   

 Monitor threatened species: undertake appropriate research, develop 

recovery plans and undertake management actions to ensure their survival.  

This includes accurately and regularly recording shorebirds and protecting 

them during vulnerable nesting periods.   

 Limit public access to areas of threatened species, if deemed necessary 

through monitoring and research.   

 Conduct surveys of the aquatic macro and micro invertebrates of the lagoon 

to establish baseline information and to examine the natural food sources 

available to waterbirds. 

 Identify and monitor key indicator species of the Ramsar site, and in 

particular Logan Lagoon, to determine the health of, and changes within, the 

area. 

 Monitor waterbird and wader numbers. 

 Prepare visitor guidelines advising reasonable group size, adequate 

supervision and behaviour to minimise disturbance to wildlife (Sections 4.11, 

4.12).   

4.6 Introduced Species and Diseases 

A number of exotic plant and animal species occur in the Logan Lagoon Ramsar site 

(Section 2.5.1).   
 

 Prioritise introduced species control actions according to the species’ 

impacts on the values of the Ramsar site.  Actions should be focussed on 

introduced species that affect the values for which the Ramsar site was 

designated.   

 Only attempt eradication where non-target species are not threatened by 

the proposed methods. 
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 Aim to control and contain the introduced species if eradication is not 

possible.   

 Map the distribution of sea spurge in the Ramsar site, and develop and 

implement appropriate strategies to eradicate it or minimise its impact.   

 As part of a broader program of determining the population of feral pigs in 

reserves on Flinders Island, develop and implement an eradication/control 

program.   

 Continue the program of control/eradication of pampas grass in the Ramsar 

site.   

4.7 Water Quality 

4.7.1 Monitoring 

Periodically, much of the Ramsar site is inundated or saturated by water and 

consequently the natural values are affected by changes in the water physicochemical 

parameters.  Baseline data are vital for making informed management decisions and 

meeting conservation objectives.  Maintenance of water quality is a priority because 

it is the basis for the ecological structure of the Ramsar site.   

 

 Survey and monitor water bodies in the Ramsar site and catchment to 

establish baseline information; identify environmental water requirements 

and identify changes that might threaten the character of the wetland.   

 Liaise with organisations such as Rivers and Water Supply Commission, 

CSIRO, Waterwatch student school network, University of Tasmania, the 

Resource Management and Conservation Division of the Department of 

Primary Industries, Water and Environment and community groups to 

develop and implement monitoring strategies. 

 Liaise with adjacent land users/owners to develop and implement strategies 

(such as buffer zones along watercourses) to reduce runoff of sediment, 

pesticides and fertilisers.   

4.7.2  Water Quality Policy 

The State Policy on Water Quality Management requires that Protected 

Environmental Values (PEVs) and water quality objectives are set for all surface 

waters within the state. Final Protected Environmental Values have now been 

established for the plan area by a separate process that included extensive 

community consultation (DPIWE 2002).  These values are confirmed for the Ramsar 

site.  

 

 In cooperation with relevant agencies, council and community groups, 

manage the Ramsar site to meet or exceed the designated water quality 

objectives.   

4.7.3 Environmental Flows 

 Ensure that the ecological requirements of Logan Lagoon are accounted for 

in the establishment of environmental flows for the east coast of Flinders 

Island, and are appropriately considered in the assessment and development 
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of any further irrigation infrastructure and water catchment strategies that 

may have an impact on these requirements.   

4.7.4 Catchment Management and Drainage 

Artificial drains direct water from private land adjacent to Logan Lagoon and from as 

far away as Bootjack Flats.  Many of these drains have become overgrown with 

vegetation, preventing the movement of water.  During extended periods of wet 

weather the land adjacent to the lagoon becomes waterlogged.  The water level in 

the lagoon is often blamed for this waterlogging and on occasions the mouth has 

been illegally opened (see Section 2.4).  Adverse impacts on fauna and flora are 

outlined in Sections 2.5 and 2.6.   

 

Coastal estuaries and lagoons should be allowed to function naturally wherever 

possible.  This involves: minimising artificial input of sediment, nutrients and 

chemicals in runoff and drainage; maintaining natural water levels in the lagoon 

(including allowing cyclic flooding of the lagoon verges and adjacent land); and 

avoiding artificial draining of the lagoon.   

 

Agricultural land in the vicinity of coastal lagoons is periodically subject to flooding 

and fluctuations in salinity as part of the natural cycle of events.  In order to reduce 

the impacts of flooding, landowners should retain or restore native or riparian 

vegetation in the catchment of streams leading into coastal lagoons, and salt- and 

flood-tolerant species should be retained or planted in the expected zone of 

flooding.  The World Wide Fund for Nature worked with landholders in north-

eastern Tasmania on management of important wetlands and found landholders to 

be responsive to catchment advice.  The same group or a similar community group 

could be involved in a cooperative approach to clearing drainage channels and 

catchment management for the Logan Lagoon Ramsar site.   

 

All works in the coastal area must be compatible with the State Coastal Policy 1996.   
 

 Work with landowners, relevant catchment management authorities and 

other stakeholders such as the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) in a 

cooperative approach to ensure that drains outside of, but in the catchment 

of, the Ramsar site are cleared of vegetation and properly maintained, and to 

encourage planting of salt- and flood-tolerant species in the expected zone 

of flooding on adjacent land.   

 The mouth of Logan Lagoon should be breached by natural forces only.  

Only permit artificial breaching as a last resort:  

- when high water levels cause long-term flooding of pasture 

- if all drains into the lagoon are cleared of vegetation and fully maintained 

- if there is a clearly demonstrated economic loss to affected landowners 

or threat to human life.   
 

Before seeking approval to breach the mouth of the lagoon, proponents 

must complete an environmental impacts assessment.  The operation must 

be approved by the Director of National Parks and Wildlife and, if approved, 

is to be carried out under the supervision of the Parks and Wildlife Service. 
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 Liaise with Council, landowners and managers to help ensure that activities 

within the Logan Lagoon catchment do not negatively impact on lagoon 

values. 

4.8 Cultural Heritage 

Little work has been conducted on the cultural heritage resources of the Ramsar 

site.   
 

 Undertake programs to protect, conserve, monitor and, where appropriate, 

present cultural heritage.   

 Conduct surveys for Aboriginal and historic heritage.  Develop and 

implement protection strategies to identify and conserve such sites.   

 Conduct surveys for Aboriginal heritage in cooperation with the Aboriginal 

community.   

 Establish specific policies and procedures once the full scope of cultural 

heritage resources is known.   

 Report all Aboriginal relics discovered to the Director in accordance with 

the Aboriginal Relics Act 1975.   

 Develop and implement cyclical maintenance plans for each identified 

historic cultural site.   

 Consult with specialist PWS staff during the planning stage, to assess and 

minimise the impact of any developments. 

 With the support of the Aboriginal community, incorporate the Aboriginal 

use of the area into interpretive and educational resource materials.   

 Consult with the Aboriginal community on the management of Aboriginal 

heritage.   

4.9 Protection of Natural and Cultural Values on 

Adjacent Land 

Many natural and cultural values of high conservation value are located outside the 

boundaries of the Ramsar site and therefore are not given the same degree of 

recognition and protection as values within it.  The Ramsar site could be better 

protected by sympathetic management of land along the western boundary, where 

the lagoon edge abuts agricultural land (Map 2).   
 

 Investigate the feasibility of improving protection of Logan Lagoon by 

encouraging and facilitating sympathetic land management along the western 

boundary of the reserve.  Consider mechanisms such as voluntary 

agreements, conservation covenants, land swap, ‘Land for Wildlife’, or 

donation of the land by the owner.   

 Provide assistance and advice, if required, for the preparation of funding 

applications that will help to protect or improve management of the Ramsar 

site and adjacent lands.   
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4.10 FIRE MANAGEMENT 

The objectives of fire management in the Ramsar site are to protect and maintain 

natural and cultural values consistent with the protection of human life and property 

both within the Ramsar site and on adjacent land.  Refer to Section 2.9.   
 

 Liaise with the Tasmania Fire Service, local brigades, council and other 

stakeholders in the development of a Furneaux Fire Management Plan 

(FFMP) that is approved by the State Fire Commission.   

 Develop a fire management plan for the Ramsar site and the rest of the 

conservation area between the lagoon and Cameron Inlet, following 

approval of and consistent with the Furneaux Fire Management Plan (FFMP).   

 Consistent with the FFMP and with Section 4.2 (Access), assess existing fire 

trails in the Ramsar site and balance of the conservation area in terms of 

their value for fire management and access to key locations, and maintain 

them at appropriate standards.  Close and rehabilitate unneeded tracks.   

 Liaise with the local fire brigade and adjacent landowners in the maintenance 

of fire trails within the Ramsar site and on operational procedures in the 

event of wildfire.   

 In undertaking fire management, give priority to the protection of remnant 

fire sensitive plant communities where possible (Section 2.5).   

 In undertaking fire management, protect environmental and heritage values 

in so far as this is consistent with the protection of human life and property.   

 Suppress wildfires as quickly as possible, to minimise their extent.   

4.11 Recreation and Tourism 

The Ramsar site is used by local people (particularly residents of nearby Lady 

Barron) and visitors alike (see Section 2.11), and it offers a variety of recreation 

opportunities.   

4.11.1 Camping and Day-use Facilities 

There is currently a relatively low level of camping in the reserve.  Bushwalkers 

occasionally take long-distance overnight trips in the area but fresh water is scarce 

and there are few suitable camping spots and no facilities.  The reserve itself has no 

location that is suitable as a focus for day visitors.  In view of the value of the area as 

a sanctuary for migratory waterbirds and the camping and day-use facilities available 

elsewhere on Flinders Island, this low level of facilities should be maintained.   
 

 Because of the close proximity of the Ramsar site to Lady Barron, where 

there are ample facilities, formal camping areas and picnic facilities will not 

be provided.   

4.11.2 Birdwatching 

In optimum conditions, Logan Lagoon hosts large numbers of birds not seen 

elsewhere, potentially providing a unique birdwatching experience for visitors, 

particularly when combined with high-quality interpretation and information about 

the area and its values (see Sections 2.12 and 4.12.1). Bird hides could be located 

near the more permanent waterholes: at the southern end of Logan Lagoon; along 

the western shore; or at a small knoll at the northern end of the lagoon.  More 
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accessible bird-viewing locations outside the Ramsar site but within Crown land are: 

 

 on the northern edge of Cameron Inlet, from the roadside, on a high ridge 

 on the south-eastern corner of Cameron Inlet where there are excellent 

feeding areas (but access is via the coastal spit across the mouth where a 

colony of breeding fairy terns and little terns is often disturbed or damaged)  

 Big Sandy Lagoon, north of Cameron Inlet Road.   

 

It is appropriate that birdwatching opportunities be developed as part of a whole 

island-strategy, such as the Flinders Island Ecology Trail.   

 

If vulnerable nesting shorebirds are identified and protected by temporary fencing on 

beaches, this would also provide short-term opportunities for bird observation.  
 

 Investigate the construction of bird hides with appropriately screened 

walkways, to observe migratory waders.  

 Encourage development of birdwatching opportunities compatible with 

wider strategies such as the Flinders Island Ecology Trail.   

 Encourage users of the area, particularly vehicle drivers, to identify and 

record shorebirds and assist with monitoring and protecting the adult birds, 

nesting sites and young.   

4.11.3 Walking and Sightseeing 

At present there are no designated walking tracks within the Ramsar site.  Walking 

tracks provide an opportunity to appreciate the scenic values of the coastal and 

lagoon environments as well as the flora and fauna.  However, in view of the other 

opportunities for walking on Flinders Island and the potential for disturbance of 

wildlife (which is a key reason for designation of the Ramsar site), only minimal 

walking tracks are appropriate.   

 

 Investigate the potential for development of a short interpreted walking trail 

in conjunction with the bird hide (Section 4.11).   

 Ensure that planning of track location takes into consideration disturbance 

to wildlife, (particularly the migratory waders) and will avoid running parallel 

to the shore.  The standard of construction and maintenance of any tracks 

will be in accordance with the provisions of the Walking Track Management 

Manual (Blamey 1987).   

 Encourage the use of minimal impact bushwalking techniques.   

4.11.4 Tourism 

 Encourage only those tourist ventures that focus on the natural and cultural 

values of the Ramsar site. 

 Provide assistance and information to operators of tourism ventures so that 

disturbance to wildlife is minimised and visitor experience is maximised.   

4.11.5 Boating, Fishing, Swimming and Paddling 

There is no established history of aquatic recreation such as boating, fishing, 
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swimming or paddling on or in the waters of Logan Lagoon itself, although beach 

activities and fishing occur on the coast.  In order to avoid disturbing the wildlife 

around the lagoon and to protect the soft lagoon shores and bottom from further 

damage (Section 4.2), these activities should only be permitted in cases of necessity.   
 

 Discourage boating, fishing, swimming or paddling on or in the waters of 

Logan Lagoon (except where it enters the sea) except for the purposes of 

safety or in an emergency, for permitted research, or for managing and 

protecting the values of the Ramsar site.   

4.12 Interpretation and Education 

Logan Lagoon has not been actively promoted or presented to the public, and is not 

widely appreciated outside the relatively small groups of local users and 

birdwatchers.  There are currently two interpretation signs in the Ramsar site. The 

Ramsar site has potential as an educational resource for natural science, given its 

role as a sanctuary for migratory birds, and its other values.   

 

Interpretation and education are intended to: develop pre-visit awareness of the 

special features of the Ramsar site; encourage visitors to pursue their interests and 

explore what the area has to offer; realise the site’s educational values; and canvas 

management issues related to the area.   

4.12.1 Interpretation 

 Maintain interpretive signs at the two main access roads (Logan Lagoon 

Road and Pot Boil Road) where they enter the Ramsar site to provide 

information on:  

- the Convention on Wetlands  

- the reasons for part of the conservation area being included on the 

Ramsar list  

- the natural and cultural values of the Ramsar site, in particular the 

threatened species and birdlife  

- appropriate recreational activities within the Ramsar site  

- any relevant restrictions.   

 Erect signs when necessary at appropriate locations, to indicate nesting 

shorebirds, temporary fencing, restricted access, and guidelines for observing 

the birds while minimising disturbance and impact.   

 Include interpretive displays in any bird hide constructed in the Ramsar site 

or on Crown land (Section 4.12).   

 Develop and install appropriate interpretation at the roadhead of Logan 

Lagoon Road, reflecting wetland and flora values (Section 4.2).   

4.12.2 Education 

 Liaise with teachers and organisations such as Landcare to encourage 

educational programs in the Ramsar site.   

 Seek a special relationship with the local school in developing educational 

programs and activities based on the particular values of the Ramsar site.   
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 Consider the Ramsar site in the context of all parks and reserves on Flinders 

Island and their particular values, in developing an interpretation and 

education strategy.   

 Encourage school children and users of the area – particularly vehicle drivers 

– to learn to identify shorebirds and to adopt strategies for beach use that 

will minimise impact and protect nesting sites and young.   

4.13 Community Involvement 

Community recognition and support for the Ramsar site is very important. 

Members of the local community as well as particular groups regularly use Logan 

Lagoon Ramsar site.  The aim of fostering community support is to develop 

community appreciation of and support for the area’s values; promote a positive 

image of the Ramsar site and its contribution to the community; and encourage 

community involvement in park management.   
 

 Encourage and support the development of friends and volunteer programs 

in the Ramsar site.   

 Develop good working relations with adjacent land managers, local 

community groups and the Aboriginal community in matters of mutual 

interest.   

 Liaise with the tourism industry, recreational and educational groups 

regarding visitor uses of the Ramsar site.   

 Develop cooperative programs with off-road vehicle users and other 

interest groups regarding beach access and use, coastal repair and 

rehabilitation, and identification and protection of shorebirds.   

 Consult and cooperate with other authorities in relation to fire protection 

and search and rescue.   

 Consult with the Flinders Island Council in order to achieve complementary 

planning for land in the catchment of Logan Lagoon.   

 Develop a cooperative approach to catchment management (see Section 

4.7).   

4.14 Research and Monitoring 

To understand the ecological processes involved in the maintenance of the flora and 

fauna species and communities in the Ramsar site, it is essential that accurate 

baseline data are collected, and relevant research and ongoing monitoring are 

conducted.  The health of a wetland depends on its water quality and flow, and these 

are directly affected by activities in the catchment.  Research to determine the 

environmental water requirements for the lagoon, as well as monitoring any changes 

to its regime, is essential.   

4.14.1 Priorities for Research and Monitoring 

The following are priorities for research and monitoring programs: 

 Establish baseline data on the geomorphology, flora, fauna and cultural 

heritage of the Ramsar site.   

 Conduct regular and accurate surveys of shorebirds and identify nesting sites 

that may require protection and monitoring in the breeding season.   
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 Establish the erosion status of sandy coastal areas in the Ramsar site and 

causes of disturbance.   

 Survey the catchment and Logan Lagoon wetland to establish 

physicochemical baseline data as well as environmental water requirements.  

Monitor changes in order to identify threats to the character of the wetland.   

 Encourage and undertake research into the ecological effects of fire on soils, 

vegetation and habitat of the Ramsar site.  Permanent vegetation plots may 

be established as study sites.   

 Research and monitor the distribution, numbers and control of feral animals, 

weeds and diseases, particularly feral pigs.   

 Monitor water quality to assess the impacts and extent of activities within or 

external to the lagoon.   

 Encourage cooperative research and monitoring programs with research 

institutes and groups such as the Tasmanian Institute of Agricultural 

Research, University of Tasmania, Field Naturalists, Birds Tasmania, WWF, 

schools and community groups such as Landcare.   

4.14.2 Approval for Research Programs 

 An appropriate Authority is required before fieldwork commences for 

manipulative research or for the collection of specimens, including plant 

material, within the Ramsar site.   

 All research is to be undertaken in a manner which is consistent with this 

management plan, and must not have any long-term adverse effects on the 

environmental, heritage or aesthetic values of the Ramsar site.   

 One copy of research reports will be provided to the Director and one 

copy will be lodged with the library servicing the Parks and Wildlife Service.   

 The Aboriginal community will be consulted and a permit obtained from the 

Director (under the Aboriginal Relics Act 1975) for any project involving 

Aboriginal heritage.   

4.15 Management Arrangements 

 Coordinate development, protection and conservation work within a five-

year works program for the Ramsar site.   

 Review the works program annually.  Add a further year’s program at each 

annual review (see Appendix 5 – Implementation Schedule).   

 Monitor the efficacy of management practices in the Ramsar site, and where 

necessary, modify those practices.   

 Within the Ramsar site, authorised staff of the Parks and Wildlife Service will 

be responsible for enforcing the provisions of the National Parks and Reserves 

Management Act 2002, the Nature Conservation Act 2002, the National Parks 

and Reserved Land Regulations 1999, the Aboriginal Relics Act 1975, Whales 

Protection Act 1988, the Wildlife Regulations 1999, the Historic Cultural 

Heritage Act 1995, the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995, and any other 

Acts for which staff may be authorised.   
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 The Director of National Parks and Wildlife has delegated powers to 

enforce provisions of the Commonwealth of Australia Historic Shipwrecks Act 

1976.   

 Staff may be authorised to enforce provisions of the Marine and Safety 

Authority Act 1997 and associated by-laws.   

 Other law enforcement will be the responsibility of Tasmania Police.   

4.16 Managing Development  

Disturbance to the Ramsar site for the construction of visitor facilities or other 

limited forms of development must be carefully managed to minimise impact.   
 

 Any action that has, will have, or is likely to have a significant impact on the 

ecological character, or on listed threatened species and ecological 

communities and/or listed migratory species of Logan Lagoon Ramsar site, 

should be referred to the Commonwealth Minister for the Environment and 

Heritage, to determine whether the action is subject to the Environment 

Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.   

 Mineral exploration and mining will not be permitted (Section 3.2.1).   

 Ensure that development of facilities and services does not intrude on the 

landscape values of the Ramsar site and is in accord with the prescriptions of 

this management plan and other applicable plans.   

 Ensure all development of facilities or services is compatible with 

conservation of environmental and heritage values, protection of water 

quality in the lagoons, creeks and streams, protection of recreational and 

tourism character, and maintenance of visual, landscape and scenic quality.  

In particular, ensure any development requiring earthmoving is first assessed 

for cultural heritage impact.   

 Limit developments to those which: 

- are complementary to existing facilities and services; 

- are clearly directed towards optimising visitor appreciation and 

understanding of the Ramsar site and its values, or public safety; and  

- provide efficient, high quality service to the public.   

 Require all commercial development proposals for facilities or services to 

submit a detailed business and financial plan showing at least a three-year 

projection of operations which demonstrates economic viability.   

 Assess all proposals for any development, activity, landscape modification, 

research, management or maintenance work involving any ground-breaking, 

structural disturbance, or environmental manipulation of any kind in 

accordance with procedures approved by the Director.   

 Require the proponent of any significant development or activity not directly 

dealt with by this management plan to prepare a comprehensive 

environmental and heritage effects assessment in accordance with guidelines 

established by the Parks and Wildlife Service.  Make this assessment available 

for public scrutiny.   

 In addition to the requirements of the managing authority for the Ramsar 

site, ensure all development complies with any other applicable legislation.   
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 Prepare and approve design concepts and details for each development or 

activity permitted by this plan in accordance with the above prescriptions 

prior to the commencement of any work.   

 Do not permit variations to the approved design concepts and details unless 

such changes have been, in the first instance, discussed with the Senior 

Ranger (plus any relevant specialist staff) and if necessary confirmed and 

approved by the Director.   

 Minimise areas of disturbance arising from any site works permitted by this 

plan.  Where necessary, peg or fence to define the limits of the site which 

may be disturbed.  If trees or shrubs or other site features to be retained 

occur within this area, protect them for the duration of the works.   

 Prepare detailed costing for implementing works in conjunction with 

preparation of design details for those works.   

4.17 Review of the Plan 

 This management plan may only be varied in accordance with the 

procedures set out in Sections 19 and 20 of the National Parks and Reserves 

Management Act 2002.   

 The plan will be reviewed 10 years after the gazettal of the Governor’s 

approval, or earlier if research, environmental monitoring or other 

circumstances show this to be necessary.   
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Glossary 
 

Biodiversity (biological diversity) means the variety of life forms: the different plants, animals and 

micro-organisms, the genes they contain, and the ecosystems they form.  It is usually 

considered at four levels: genetic diversity, species diversity, ecosystem diversity and 

community diversity.   

Conservation means all the processes and actions of looking after a place so as to retain its 

significance, always including protection, maintenance and monitoring.   

Earth processes means the interactions, changes and evolutionary development of geodiversity 

over time.   

Geodiversity means the range or diversity of geological (bedrock), geomorphological (landform) 

and soil features, assemblages, systems and processes which exist naturally.   

Indigenous species means a species that occurs at a place within its historically known natural 

range and that forms part of the natural biodiversity of a place.   

Indroduced species means a translocated or alien species occurring at a place outside its 

historically known natural range as a result of intentional or accidental dispersal by human 

activities.   

Natural integrity means the degree to which a natural system retains its condition and natural 

rate of change in terms of size, biodiversity, geodiversity and habitat.   

Natural landscape means a large, relatively undisturbed area with topographic and catchment 

integrity where natural processes continue largely unmodified by human intervention.   

Protection means taking care of a place by maintenance and by managing impacts to ensure that 

significance is retained.   

Threatened species means a species listed in the Schedules of the Threatened Species Protection Act 

1995.   
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Appendix 1  

Criteria for Identifying Ramsar Wetlands  
 

Note: Below are the criteria that were applied at the time of Logan Lagoon’s designation as a 

Ramsar site.  A new set of criteria was adopted at the 7th Conference of Contracting Parties to the 

Convention on Wetlands in Costa Rica, May 1999.  The new criteria can be found on the Ramsar 

Convention Bureau website at: HTTP://RAMSAR.ORG/KEY_CRITERIA.HTM 

(Annex to Recommendation C.4.2) 

A wetland is identified as being of international importance if it meets at least one of the criteria set 

out below:   

 

1. Criteria for representative or unique wetlands 

A wetland should be considered internationally important if:  

a) it is a particularly good representative example of a natural or near-natural wetland, 

characteristic of the appropriate biogeographical region; or 

b) it is a particularly good representative example of a natural or near-natural wetland, common 

to more than one biogeographical region; or 

c) it is a particularly good representative example of a wetland, which plays a substantial 

hydrological, biological or ecological role in the natural functioning of a major river basin or 

coastal system, especially where it is located in a trans-border position; or 

d) it is an example of a specific type of wetland, rare or unusual in the appropriate 

biogeographical region.   

 

2. General criteria based on plants or animals 

A wetland should be considered internationally important if:  

a) it supports an appreciable assemblage of rare, vulnerable or endangered species or subspecies 

of plant or animal, or an appreciable number of individuals of any one or more of these 

species; or  

b) it is of special value for maintaining the genetic and ecological diversity of a region because of 

the quality and peculiarities of its flora and fauna; or  

c) it is of special value as the habitat of plants or animals at a critical stage of their biological 

cycle; or 

d) it is of special value for one or more endemic plant or animal species or communities.   

 

3. Specific criteria based on waterfowl 

A wetland should be considered internationally important if:  

a) it regularly supports 20,000 waterfowl; or 

b) it regularly supports substantial numbers of individuals from particular groups of waterfowl, 

indicative of wetland values, productivity or diversity; or 

c) where data on populations are available it regularly supports 1% of the individuals in a 

population of one species or subspecies of waterfowl 

 

http://ramsar.org/key_criteria.htm
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Guidelines for Application of the Criteria 

To assist Contracting Parties in assessing the suitability of wetlands for inclusion on the List of 

Wetlands of International Importance, the Conference of the Contracting Parties has formulated the 

following guidelines for application of the Criteria:  

a) A wetland could be considered of international importance under Criterion 1 if, because of its 

outstanding role in natural, biological, ecological or hydrological systems, it is of substantial 

value in supporting human communities dependant on the wetland.  In this context, such 

support would include:  

• provision of food, fibre or fuel; or 

• maintenance of cultural values; or 

• support of food chains, water quality, food control or climatic stability.   

 

The support, in all its aspects, should remain within the framework of sustainable use and 

habitat conservation, and should not change the ecological character of the wetland.   

or 

 

b) A wetland could be considered of international importance under Criterion 1, 2 or 3 if it 

conforms to additional guidelines developed at regional (eg Scandinavian or West African) or 

national level.  Elaboration of such regional or national guidelines may be especially 

appropriate:  

• where particular groups of animals (other than waterfowl) or plants are considered more 

suitable as a basis for evaluation; or  

• where waterfowl and other animals do not occur in large concentrations (particularly in 

northern latitudes); or 

• where collection of data is difficult (particularly in very large countries). 

or 

 

c) The ‘particular groups of waterfowl, indicative of wetland values, productivity or diversity’ in 

Criterion 3 (b) include any of the following:  

• loons or divers: Gaviidea  

• grebes: Podicipedidae  

• cormorants: Phalacrocoracidae  

• pelicans: Pelicanidae 

• herons, bitterns, storks, ibises and spoonbills: Ciconiiformes  

• swans, geese and ducks (wildfowl): Anatidae  

• wetland related raptors: Accipitriformes and Falconiformes  

• cranes: Gruidae  

• shorebirds or waders: Charadrii 

• terns: Sternidae. 

or 
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d) The specific criteria based on waterfowl numbers will apply to wetlands of varying size in 

different Contracting Parties.  While it is impossible to give precise guidance on the size of an 

area in which these numbers may occur, wetlands identified as being of international 

importance under Criterion 3 should form an ecological unit, and may thus be made up of a 

big area or a group of smaller wetlands.  Consideration may also be given to turnover of 

waterfowl at migration periods, so that a cumulative total is reached, if such data are available.  
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Appendix 2 
  

Original extent of Logan Lagoon Conservation Area CPR 5650 
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Appendix 3 

  
Extension of Logan Lagoon Conservation Area CPR 5947 
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Appendix 4  

Logan Lagoon - Ramsar Listing 
 

1.  Date this sheet was completed/updated 2003 

 

3.  Name of wetland Logan Lagoon 

 

4. Geographic coordinates 401100 1481700 

 

5. Altitude Less than 20 m  ASL.   

 

6.  Area 2172 ha 

 

7. Overview 

 

Logan Lagoon is one of three large estuarine lagoons which make up a coastal lagoon system along 

the southeast coast of Flinders Island (Bass Strait, Tasmania). It is enclosed within the Logan Lagoon 

Ramsar Site. The lagoon is a significant habitat for a number of threatened waterfowl.  Access to the 

lagoon is by 4-wheel drive only.   

 
8. Wetland type 

 

E, J, N 

 

9. Ramsar criteria 

 

1a, 2c, 3b of the old Ramsar criteria (website: http://ramsar.org/key_criteria_old.htm) 

Under the current Ramsar criteria these are equivalent to: criterion 1 of group A; criterion 4 of 

group B; and criterion 6 respectively (see Appendix 1).   

 
10. Name and address of the compiler of this form 

 

Stewart Blackhall, Anne McEntee and Elizabeth Rollins 

Department of Primary Industries, Water and Environment 

134 Macquarie Street 

Hobart 7000 

 

11. Justification of the criteria selected under point 9 

 

Logan Lagoon supports large numbers of migratory waterbirds and a number of species which are 

rare or vulnerable in Tasmania.  The site is an important area for birds migrating from south-eastern 

Australia to Tasmania. The lagoon supports three species (Calidris ruficollis, Numenius 

madagascariensis and Tringa nebularia) which are listed under both the China – Australia Migratory 

Bird Agreement (CAMBA) and Japan – Australia Migratory Bird Agreement (JAMBA).  Logan Lagoon 

is listed as an important site for the double-banded plover (Charadrius bicinctus) under the East Asian 

– Australasian Shorebired Site Network which links wetlands that are internationally important for 

shorebirds.  For these reasons, the lagoon is not only important on a local scale, but also nationally 

and internationally.  It is an important hydrological feature, and is also listed on the Tasmanian 

Geoconservation Database because, with other lagoons and dunes in the area, it provides an 

excellent example of the development of Holocene shorelines.   

 
12. General location 

 

Logan Lagoon is situated on the south-east corner of Flinders Island, approximately 6 km north-east 

of the township of Lady Barron.   
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13. Physical features 

 

The lagoon is contained entirely within Holocene alluvial deposits which, when mobilised by 

longshore drift, block freshwater drainage to the sea.   

 
14. Hydrological values 

 

The water level in the lagoon fluctuates with rainfall and evaporation, with it usually filling during 

winter rains. Annual rainfall in the area is on average 750–1000 mm. Maximum water depth is 1–1.5 

m.  On occasion an outlet channel breaches the seaward dunes and drains the lagoon.   

 
15. Ecological features 

 

The area is in a relatively natural condition except for some cleared and drained agricultural land on 

the western shore.  The lagoon is fringed with juncus reed beds whilst the surrounding land is 

covered by savannah grassland with scattered eucalyptus, allocasuarina and banksia trees.  Swans and 

other waterfowl breed in the juncus tussocks during periods of high water level.  Being a shallow 

evaporative basin the lagoon is rich in nutrients and provides abundant food for water birds.  When 

the lagoon has been dry, nearby Cameron Inlet has been recorded as supporting the bird 

populations normally occupying Logan Lagoon.   

 
16. Noteworthy flora 

 

The Selliera radicans herbfield and Lamprothamnia aquatic community present at the site are poorly 

reserved in Tasmania.  There are also representative examples of undisturbed coastal vegetation 

surrounding the lagoon.   

 
17. Noteworthy fauna 

 

When full the lagoon provides refuge for waterfowl during the shooting season and a resting and 

feeding area for migratory birds.  Some of the bird species observed are the red-necked stint 

(Calidris ruficollis), the greenshank (Tringa nebularia), the eastern curlew (Numenius madagascariensis), 

and the double-banded plover (Charadrius bicinctus).  A full species list can be obtained from the 

Logan Lagoon Conservation Area Management Plan 2000, Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service 

2000. 

 
18. Social and cultural values 

 

The reserve is valued as a site for conservation education, scientific research, recreation, and 

tourism.   

 
19. Land tenure/ownership 

 

On site: Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site.   

Surrounding area: The site is bounded by the sea to the east and south, and by vacant Crown land 

to the north, with private property along approximately two-thirds of the western shore.   

 
20. Current land use 

 

On site: Conservation, recreation and low intensity livestock grazing. 

Surrounding area: Residential and agricultural.   

 

21a.  Factors (past and present) adversely affecting the sites ecological characters, including 

changes in land use and development projects 
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In the past the lagoon has been drained by local landowners to improve soil drainage on nearby low-

lying pasture.   

 
21b.  Factors (potential) adversely affecting the sites ecological characters, including changes in 

land use and development projects 

 

Draining of the lagoon to improve nearby pasture drainage is a threat to the integrity of the area.  

Increased clearing could result in excessive salinity or contamination from agricultural runoff 

entering the lagoon through existing drainage ditches.   

 
22 – 23.  Conservation measures taken and measures proposed 

 

Logan Lagoon is listed as a Ramsar site and is also listed on the Register of the National Estate.  The 

site is a designated Ramsar Site.  The lagoon has been listed on the East – Asian – Australasian 

Shorebird Reserve Network due to the presence of the double-banded plover (Charadrius bicinctus).   

 
24. Current scientific research and facilities 

 

Waterfowl numbers at Logan Lagoon are counted annually and other bird numbers are counted 

periodically (Sharpe 1995).   

 
25. Current conservation education 

 

The sanctuary is valuable to current conservation education in serving as a demonstration of a 

relatively undisturbed wetland.   

 
26. Current recreation and tourism 

 

The area is visited by amateur birdwatchers, but no facilities are currently provided on site.   

 
27 – 28. Jurisdiction and management authority 

 

Director, Parks & Wildlife Service, Tasmania (134 Macquarie Street, Hobart).   

 
29. Bibliographical references 

 

Kirkpatrick, JB & Harwood, CE. 1981, The conservation of Tasmanian wetland macrophytic species and 

communities. a report to the Australian Heritage Commission from the Tasmanian Conservation 

Trust Inc., Hobart. 

 

Kirkpatrick, JB & Harwood, CE 1983b, ‘The conservation of Tasmanian macrophytic wetland 

vegetation’. Papers and Proceeding of the Royal Society of Tasmania, Vol. 117:5–20. 

 

Kirkpatrick, JB & Tyler, PA 1988, ‘Tasmanian wetlands and their conservation’, in AJ McComb & PS 

Lake (Eds), The conservation of Australian wetlands, pp 1–16, Surrey Beatty & Sons Pty. Ltd., Sydney. 

 

Milledge, DR 1983, ‘Migratory Waders of the Furneaux Group Islands’, Tasmanian Shorebird Study 

Group Bulletin 2: 42–48. 

 

Newman, Paterson & Wakefield 1984, Tasmanian Bird Report 13. P3–14. 

 

Sharpe, M 1995, ‘Tasmanian wetlands listed under the Ramsar Convention’, unpublished report, 

Department of Environment and Land Management, Hobart.  
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Appendix 5 

Implementation Schedule 
 

Section Key Actions from the Plan Priority 

   

 Reserve Status of Conservation Area  

4 Seek to upgrade the status of the existing Ramsar site to a State reserve 

under the Nature Conservation Act 2002. 

High 

 

 Access  

5 In conjunction with users, assess, monitor and rehabilitate beach erosion and 

vegetation damage in the Ramsar site, particularly in relation to use by off-road 

vehicles. 

High 

5 In conjunction with user groups, identify, maintain and monitor designated 

vehicle access points to beaches in the reserve. 

High 

5,7 In conjunction with users, maintain, rehabilitate where necessary, and monitor 

designated vehicle tracks. 

High 

5, 8 In conjunction with users, assess and monitor shorebird populations in the Ramsar 

site.  Identify populations and sites that may require protection and/or restricted 

access during vulnerable periods. 

High 

5 Fence off and monitor sections of beach where necessary to protect vulnerable 

nesting birds. 

High 

5 Subject to specified conditions above, allow registered off-road vehicles to use the 

southern and eastern beaches within the reserve between low and three-quarter 

tide marks, except when using a designated beach access or bypassing a restricted 

area.   

High 

5 In order to minimise environmental damage during winter, prohibit vehicle access 

to and use of the coast within the reserve, from 1 June to 31 August. 

High 

5 Publicise permitted vehicle tracks, access points, areas and times of permitted or 

restricted access, minimal impact practices and identification and protection 

strategies for shorebirds. 

High 

5 Erect signs outlining authorised uses of the Ramsar site by off-road vehicles, and 

prohibited areas including the lagoon foreshore, lagoon bed and lagoon mouth. 

High 

5 Because of continued vandalism to the bridge over Pot Boil Creek and damage to 

lagoon verges and coastal dunes, the bridge will not be replaced.  Support Council 

in terminating Logan Lagoon road at this point.   

Medium 

5 Monitor use of Pot Boil Road and maintain it at an appropriate standard according 

to usage and management needs.   

Medium 

 

 Flora and Fauna Conservation and Protection  

8 Monitor and protect threatened plant species and communities of high 

conservation value.  In particular, protect the fire-sensitive remnant vegetation on 

the seaward side of the Ramsar site from fires with a frequency of less than eight 

years. 

High 

8 Accurately and regularly record shorebirds and minimise impact on nesting 

shorebirds.  This may include temporary fencing and restricting access. 

High 

14 Encourage users of the area, particularly vehicle drivers, to identify and record 

shorebirds and assist with monitoring and protecting the adult birds, nesting sites 

and young. 

High 

8 Conduct surveys of the aquatic macro and micro invertebrates of the lagoon to 

establish baseline information.  

Medium 
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8 Identify and monitor key indicator species of the lagoon. Medium 

8 Monitor and protect threatened animal species. High 

8 Monitor and protect waterfowl and wader species. High 

8 Prepare visitor guidelines for the Ramsar site. High 

8 Monitor seaweed collection from beaches and its impact on nesting shorebirds, 

within the Ramsar site and adjust management accordingly.   

Medium 

9 As part of a broader program of determining the population of feral pigs in 

reserves on Flinders Island, develop and implement an eradication/control 

program. 

High 

9 Map the distribution of sea spurge in the Ramsar site, and develop and implement 

appropriate strategies to eradicate it or minimise its impact. 

High 

9 Continue the program of control/eradication of pampas grass in the Ramsar site. Medium 

14 Prohibit boating, fishing, swimming or paddling on or in the waters of Logan 

Lagoon except for the purposes of safety, in an emergency, for permitted research, 

or for managing and protecting its values.  

Medium 

   

 Water Quality  

10 Survey and monitor water bodies in the Ramsar site and catchment to establish 

baseline information; identify environmental water requirements and identify 

changes that might threaten the character of the wetland.   

High 

10 Liaise with organisations and community groups to develop and implement 

monitoring strategies. 

Medium 

10 Liaise with adjacent land users/owners to develop and implement strategies to 

reduce runoff of sediment, pesticides and fertilisers into the Ramsar site. 

Medium 

10 Manage the Ramsar site to maintain or enhance water quality designated by 

Protected Environmental Values and Water Quality Objectives. 

Medium 

10 Ensure that the ecological requirements of Logan Lagoon are provided for in 

establishing environmental flows for the east coast of Flinders Island, and 

considered in assessment and development of irrigation infrastructure and water 

catchment strategies that may have an impact on these requirements. 

Medium 

10 Work with landowners and other stakeholders in a cooperative approach to 

ensure drains are cleared of vegetation and properly maintained and to encourage 

planting of salt and flood tolerant species in the expected zone of flooding on 

adjacent land. 

Medium 

10 Prohibit artificial breaching of Logan Lagoon except under specific circumstances. High 

   

 Cultural Heritage Conservation  

11 Conduct a preliminary assessment of cultural values. Medium 

11 Conduct a systematic survey for historic sites. Medium 

11 Conduct a systematic survey for Aboriginal sites and develop appropriate 

management strategies in consultation with the Aboriginal community. 

Medium 

   

 Protection of Values on Adjacent Land  

12 Investigate and initiate strategies and liaise with landowners to protect natural and 

cultural values on adjacent land. 

Medium 

12 Provide assistance and advice, if required, for the preparation of environmental 

grant applications to protect or expand the Ramsar site and adjacent land. 

Medium 

   

 Fire Management  

13 Contribute to development of a Furneaux Fire Management Plan that is approved 

by the State Fire Commission. 

High 

13 Develop a fire management plan for the Ramsar site and the rest of the High 
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conservation area following approval of and consistent with the Furneaux Fire 

Management Plan. 

13 Assess fire trails in the Ramsar site and maintain them at appropriate standards. High 

   

 Visitor Use, Facilities and Services  

14 Investigate construction of a bird hide to observe migratory waders. Medium 

14 Investigate the potential for a short interpreted walking trail in conjunction with 

the bird hide. 

Low 

14 Encourage suitable ecotourism ventures in the Ramsar site and provide advice to 

minimise disturbance of wildlife and maximise the tourism experience. 

Medium 

15 Complete and install signs giving information and interpretation on Ramsar sites at 

entrances to the Ramsar site. 

High 

5, 15 Develop and install interpretive material reflecting wetland and flora values, at the 

road-head of Logan Lagoon Road. 

High 

15 Develop interpretive material about the Ramsar site. High 

15 Include interpretation of the Ramsar site and its values in the context of a broader 

interpretation and education strategy for all reserved lands on Flinders Island.  

Medium 

15 Include interpretive displays in any bird hide constructed in the Ramsar site or on 

alternative Crown land locations. 

Medium 

15 Encourage development of education programs in the Ramsar site. Medium 

15 Erect signs when necessary to indicate nesting shorebirds, temporary fencing, 

restricted access, and guidelines for minimal impact around nesting birds. 

High 

15 Encourage school children and users of the area, particularly vehicle drivers, to 

learn to identify shorebirds and to adopt strategies for beach use that will minimise 

impact and protect nesting sites and young. 

High 

   

 Community Partnerships  

16 Encourage community group involvement in management programs. Medium 

16 Develop cooperative programs with off-road vehicle users and other interest 

groups regarding beach access and use, coastal repair and rehabilitation, and 

identification and protection of shorebirds. 

High 

16 Consult with local council regarding planning and development in the reserve 

catchment. 

Medium 

16 Develop a cooperative approach to clearing drainage channels and catchment 

management for Logan Lagoon.  This may involve Parks and Wildlife Service, 

landholders, council and other stakeholders such as Waterwatch, Coastcare and 

WWF. 

High 

   

 Research and Monitoring  

17 Establish baseline data on the geomorphology, flora and fauna (particularly 

threatened species) of the Ramsar site. 

High 

17 Conduct regular and accurate surveys of shorebirds and identify nesting sites that 

may require protection and monitoring in the breeding season. 

High 

17 Establish the erosion status of sandy coastal areas in the Ramsar site and causes of 

disturbance. 

Medium 

17 Survey the catchment and Logan Lagoon wetland to establish physicochemical 

baseline data as well as environmental water requirements.  Monitor changes in 

order to identify threats to the character of the wetland.   

High 

17 Encourage and undertake research into the ecological effects of fire on soils, 

vegetation and habitat of the Ramsar site. 

Low 

17 Research and monitor the distribution, numbers and control of animals, weeds and 

diseases, particularly feral pigs. 

High 
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17 Monitor water quality to assess the impacts and extent of activities within or 

external to the lagoon. 

Medium 

17 Encourage cooperative research and monitoring programs with research institutes 

and groups such as the Tasmanian Institute of Agricultural Research, University of 

Tasmania, Field Naturalists, Birds Tasmania, schools and community groups. 

Low 

   

 Implementation  

18 Coordinate development, protection and conservation work within a 5 year works 

program for the Ramsar site and incorporate it into relevant Branch programs. 

High 

18 Review the works program annually and update relevant Branch programs. Medium 

18.1 Encourage community group involvement in management programs in the Ramsar 

site. 

High 

18.1 Consult with local council regarding development adjacent to the Ramsar site. High 

20 Review plan after 10 years. Medium 
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Appendix 6 

Performance Indicators 
 

Performance indicators provide a guide for evaluating whether the management plan has been 

implemented and the management objectives of the plan have been achieved.  During the life of this 

plan, further, more detailed research and monitoring programs, policies or procedures approved by 

the managing authority may be applied to evaluation of this plan and its implementation.  As a 

minimum, the following performance indicators will be used when evaluating the plan’s 

implementation and outcomes.   

 

 The natural biological diversity of the indigenous flora and fauna in the Ramsar site is at least 

equal to that which occurred at the commencement of the plan.  

 Populations of threatened species within the Ramsar site are stable or increasing upon that 

which occurred at the commencement of the plan.   

 The Ramsar values of the Ramsar site are maintained or enhanced.  In particular, it contains 

healthy natural or near-natural wetlands and habitats for plants and animals, and it regularly 

supports substantial numbers and a diversity of waterbirds.   

 The significant natural landscapes, especially dunes, in the Ramsar site are intact or restored.   

 Water quality in the Ramsar site has not deteriorated or has improved.   

 Geological diversity and sites of geological significance in the Ramsar site are intact or 

restored.   

 Sites and areas of Aboriginal heritage are protected, managed and, in appropriate 

circumstances, interpreted in cooperation with the Aboriginal community.   

 Cooperative management programs with Aboriginal people are in place in areas of 

significance to them, consistent with this management plan.   

 Research is available which improves the knowledge of the Ramsar site.   

 Research and monitoring results are available which assist effective management decision-

making on conservation and management of the Ramsar site and visitors to it.   

 Damaged or degraded sites in the Ramsar site have been stabilised or rehabilitated and 

restored.   

 A fire management program for the Ramsar site is in place.   

 Ramsar site values and neighbouring lands have not been adversely impacted upon by fire.   

 Introduced flora and fauna are controlled or have been eradicated.   

 Recreation and tourism in the Ramsar site are characterised by low-impact, quiet activities 

in a natural setting.  Low-level mechanised access may occur in specified areas where the 

impact on natural and cultural values is minimal.   

 Recreation and tourism opportunities and facilities identified in the management plan have 

been developed in accordance with the plan.   

 Visitor impacts on the Ramsar site values are at sustainable levels for the area in which they 

occur.   

 Visitor and community interest and involvement in, and comment upon, the state of the 

Ramsar site and its management are regular and predominantly favourable.   
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 Liaison with neighbours has worked well in managing adjacent land in a manner sympathetic 

to values of the Ramsar site.   

 Protocols for artificially breaching the lagoon are in place, and appropriately applied.   

 Management of the Ramsar site is being monitored and evaluated with reference to these 

indicators.   
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Appendix 7 

Non-statutory Management Recommendations – Extensions to the Logan 

Lagoon Conservation Area 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The following management recommendations cover the extensions to the Logan Lagoon 

Conservation Area proclaimed by Statutory Rule 2002, No 172 gazetted on 25 December 2002 and 

described in CPR 5947 (see Appendix 3).  The extension includes a northern block between 

Cameron Inlet and Chain of Lagoons and a series of conjoined blocks to the west of Logan Lagoon.  
 

DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA (drawn largely from RPDC 1999) 

 

Natural values 

The extensions lie almost entirely within the eastern-southern coastal plain of Flinders Island, an 

extensive geomorphic feature, mostly below 10 m in altitude and characterised by sand dunes, inland 

coastal lagoons and an extensive coastal barrier and beach ridge system. 

 

The vegetation of the eastern-southern coastal plain is characterised by five broad structural 

formations: scrub heath mozaic, sclerophyll forest, scrub, coastal complex and freshwater wetland.  

Many individual communities can be identified within these formations. 

 

The blocks to the west of Logan Lagoon are largely characterised as scrub heath.  At least one of 

the blocks of this group contains wetland vegetation with important conservation values.  The 

northern block is mostly coastal complex (a mosaic of grassland, scrub, heath, shrubland, herbland 

and saltmarsh communities) and wetlands.   

 

The northern block contains a series of lagoons including North Chain and South Chain lagoons, 

Hammonds Lagoon, Westgate Lagoon, Donalds Lagoon and Muddy Lagoon.  The lagoons and 

associated wetlands provide habitat for a number of vegetation communities and species of 

conservation significance.  On the leeward (eastern) side of these lagoons there are remnant 

patches of forest and scrub dominated by Eucalyptus nitida Smithton peppermint, Leptospermum 

laevigatum coastal tea tree, Banksia marginata honeysuckle and Callitris rhomboidea Oyster Bay pine, a 

species of conservation significance.  These remnant communities are indicative of, and reliant on, a 

low fire frequency, and are of conservation significance. 

 

The lagoons and associated wetlands are important as bird habitat, supporting and providing resting 

places for many migratory wader species and waterfowl of conservation significance. 
 

Recreation Values 

The northern block is important for duck hunting, pig shooting and beach fishing.  A large camp has 

been established by duck hunters near North Chain Lagoon.  Built largely of recycled building 

materials, the camp consists of an indoor/outdoor communal cooking and eating area and an 

enclosed communal sleeping area.  Other camps may also exist.  During duck season the North 

Chain Lagoon camp forms an important hub for hunting activities.  A common use pattern is for 

hunters to drive to the camp in road vehicles, using it as a base for sleeping, meals and socialising, 

while radiating widely from the camp on shooting expeditions.  Traditionally hunting was mostly 

done on foot, but in recent years quad bikes have become widely used, giving hunters much more 

mobility. 

 

Current recreation use patterns over the western extensions are not well understood.  
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Effect of Reservation 

Reservation of these areas has the immediate effect of allowing many patterns of previous 

recreation use to continue lawfully only if the management authority issues appropriate authorities 

under the National Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002 and its accompanying regulations.  This 

includes activities such as hunting, access by users with dogs, and off-road vehicle use.  As indicated, 

these are matters over which the management authority has statutory responsibilities, and it must 

therefore respond.  It is largely this matter that drives the need for consideration of future 

management. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE MANAGEMENT 

 

General 

Issues:  The Resource Planning and Development Commission (2000), during the course of its 

inquiry, found the people of Flinders Island considered this and other areas to have important 

recreation and natural values.  Residents felt the land should remain part of the public estate and 

that access should be maintained.  While acknowledging the need for managing access, many 

residents suggested management should be community-based.  The reserve status recommended by 

the RPDC, and accepted by government, is largely designed to reflect these aspirations. 
 

Recommendations 

 Future management should be responsive to community aspirations and, where possible, 

reflect a collaborative community focussed approach. 

 Issue authorities for specific uses not covered in these recommendations on the basis of a 

careful balance of community demand and best practice conservation management. 

 Establish a co-management committee for the reserve, meeting at least twice per year or 

more often as and when management issues arise.  The committee is to represent a balance 

of stakeholder views and is to consider and make recommendations to the management 

authority on management direction. 

 

Conservation Management 

Issues:  While it is generally acknowledged that the extensions have important conservation values, 

relatively little is known about them.  Better knowledge would provide a stronger basis for 

management. 
 

Recommendations 

 It is recommended that research and monitoring regimes established under the statutory 

plan for the Logan Lagoon Ramsar Site should include the extensions. 

 Access restrictions may be applied to specific areas on the basis of community consultation. 

 

Fire Management 

Issues:  The western extension of the reserve has tended to entrench previously existing fire 

management issues.  Several large blocks of private land are now surrounded by public land, 

managed largely for nature conservation, and with secure tenure.  Private assets developed within 

these blocks are at obvious risk from fires moving out of the surrounding reserve. 
 

Recommendations 

 Work cooperatively with other players on the development of an island-wide fire 

management plan. 
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 Consider ways of developing a better reserve boundary, including creation of private 

reserves, land swaps and outright acquisition. 

 Work cooperatively with Flinders Council and the Tasmania Fire Service to ensure 

development controls on the private land respect the risk of fire. 

 

Management of Pests and Diseases 

Issues:  The east coast of Flinders Island is infested with pigs, which cause considerable 

environmental damage.  Some hunters go to the northern extension specifically to hunt pigs, and 

duck shooters may also target them opportunistically.  While the effectiveness of sporadic shooting 

in controlling the species is unknown, it almost certainly has no net negative effect apart from the 

damage done by vehicle access. 
 

Recommendation 

 Issue written authorities for pig hunting within the northern extension subject to any 

conditions advised. 

 Recreation Management 

Issues:  As indicated, the northern extension of the reserve is well established as a location for duck 

hunting and also pig shooting and beach fishing.  Retriever dogs are often used to facilitate hunting, 

which may have affected the other bird values of the reserve.  Less well established is the extensive 

use of off-road vehicles including two-wheel and quad bikes to facilitate recreation.  This has placed 

pressure on the landscapes of the reserve, with tracks and routes being opened up opportunistically, 

including the use of lagoon beds when water levels are low.  More positively, when used responsibly, 

quad bikes generally have much lower impact than conventional road vehicles and two-wheel bikes. 
 

Recommendations 

 Seek guidance from the co-management committee on the management of recreation 

activities in the northern extension, particularly in relation to the following matters: 

 the long-term sustainability of current recreation activities 

 the long-term management of activities judged to be sustainable and controlled by the 

issue of written authorities 

 

Specifically advice is sought on: 

 vehicle tracks and routes to make available 

 the long-term sustainability of driving vehicles on dry lagoon beds 

 types of vehicles that may be used 

 access restrictions that may be warranted on conservation management grounds 

 policy on fixed structures, particularly with respect to the management authority’s duty of 

care 

 any other special conditions that should be incorporated into the hunting or vehicle use  

authorities to support this activity and strike a balance with conservation management. 
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